L r20 ]

OSBERVATIONS

ON THE
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

- THE three fitft articles comprehend in gene-
ral terms, the whole of a Declaration of Rights:
All the fucceeding articles either originate
from them, or follow as elucidations. The 4th,
§th, and 6th, define more particularly what is
only generally exprefled in the 1ft, 2d, and 3d.
The yth, gth, gth, 1oth, and 11th articles,
are declaratory of principles upon which ‘laws
" thall be conftrufted, conformable to rights al~
ready declared. But it is queftioned by fome
very good people in France, as well as in other
countries, whether the roth article fufficiently
guarantees the right itis intended to accord
with ¢ befides which, it takes off from the di-
vine dignity of religion, and weakens its opera.
tive force upon the mind, tomake it a fobject
of human laws. 1t then prefents itfelf to Man,
like light intercepted by  cloudy medium, in
which the fource of it is obfcured from his fight,
and he fees nothing to reverence in the dufky

ray ¥. g ' ™

* There is  fingle idea, which, if it firikes rightly upon the,
ming cither in a legal or a religious fenfe, will prevent any inan,
orany body of men, or any government; from going wrong on’
the fubje@ of Religion; which is, thatbefore any human inftitu=
tions of government was known in the world, there exifted, if I

e e . . . may
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The remaining articles, begmnmg with the
twelfth, -are fubftantially contained ih the prine
ciples of the préceding arucles; bur, i the
particular ficudtion *which” France thex: “way
having to undo what was Wrong, ‘ag well as )
fet up what “was rlght, it "'was 'propér to’ ‘bé
more particular than whit i in another’ condlition’
of things would be nectﬁ'ary. SRS
‘While the Declaration of Rights was before
the National Affembly, fome of"its meaibcrs
remarked, thit'if 2 Declaratioi of ngbts "wad
publifhed, it fhould be accompamed by a: De<
claration of Duties. The obféivation’ dxfcovc-rcd
a mind ‘that refleted, andit ohly ‘erred 'by
not reﬂeétmg far cnough A Declaration of
"Rights is, by recnproclty, a Declaration of
Duties alfo. Whatever ‘is my right as'a man,
isalfo the’ ﬂght of another 3 dnd it becomes my

duty to’ guarantee, as w‘ellas to poﬂ‘efs. :

R ..

mayfo expiels it, a compaét Between God and Man, fromithe bie
ginning of time; and that as the relption and condition which
man in his mdxmdualyn;/m Rands in towards his Maker, cannot
be changed, or any-wayo altered 'by any Himan laws or human .
authority; that religicus devotion, which is a part of this com.
pa&, cannot fo much as be made & fubje® of humaw laws ; and
that all laws mu®t conform themfelves to this prior exifting com~
pa&, and not affume tomake the compa&k conform to the laws,
which, befides being h , are {ubfequent thersto. The firfk
adt of mgn, wheti he looked ardpnd and faw himfelf a creatare
whu:h he did not make, and a world furoifhed for his reception,
muft kave Geen devotioh, and dévotion mufkt ever continue facreq
toevery individual man, as it appears right 10 bimz and govern.
ments do mxfchxef by interfering. .

Q . The
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_The three firft articles are the bafis of Liber-
ty,as well individual as national ;. .nor can any.
country be called free, Whofe government does
no fake, its beginning from the principles they
cantain, and continue to preferve them pure 5
and thewhale of the Declaration of Rights is
of more value, to the world, and will do.more
good, than all the laws and fatutes that have
yet been promulgated. - L
. In the declaratory exordium’ which prefaces
the, Declaration of, Rights, we fee: the folemn
and, majeftic fpecacle of a Nation opening its
commifhion, mnder the aufpices of its, Creator,
to;cftablith 3 Goverpment ; 3 fcene fo new, and,

fo tranfoendangly unequalled by any-thing in
the European world,. that the name of a Revo-
lution,is dimjputé,vg of its chara@er, and it rifcs
into. a Regeneration, of man. What are the
prefent Governments of Europe, but a fcene
of iniquity and oppreffion ? What is that of
England ? Do not-its own in habitants. fay,.
Tr'i$ 4 markeét where every man_has his price,
and where corruption is common traffic, at the
expence.of a deluded people? No “wonder,
then, that the French Revolution is traduced,
Hlad it confined itfelf merely to the deftruéion
of fagrant defpotifin, perhaps Mr. Burke and
fomé others had been filenc. Their cry-now is,
« It is gone too far :” that is, it has gone too
far for them. It flares corruption i the face,

and the venal tribe areall alarmed,  Their fear
‘ . difcovers
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difcovers itfelf in their outrage, and they are
but publifhing the groans of a wounded vice.
But from fuch oppofition, the French Revolu-
tion, inftead of fuffering, receives an homage.
The more it is ftruck, the more fparks i will
emit; and the fear is, it will not be ftruck
enough, It has nothing to dread from attacks s
Truth has given it an eftablifhment ; "and
Time will record it with a name as lafhng as
his own, -

Having now traced the progrefs of the French
Revolution through moft of ‘its principal fta~
ges, from its commencement, to the taking of
the Baftille, and its eftablitament by the Diecla-
ration of Rights, I will clofe the fubje with
the energetic apoftrophe of M. de la Fayette—
May this great monument raifed to Liberty, ferve
as a leffon to the oppreffor, and an example 0 tlm
appre ed I+

*® See page 18 of this work.—N. B, Since the taking of the
Baftille, the accurrences have been-publithed s but the matters
recorded in this narrative, are prior to that period; and fome of
them, as may be eafily feen, can be but very little known,

Q2 MISCEL.
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CONCLUSION.

REASON and Ignorance, the oppofites of
each other, influence the great bulk of man-
kind. 1If either of thefe can be rendered fuffi-
ciently extenfive in a country, the machinery
of Government goes eafily on, Reafon obeys
itfelf; and Ignorance fubmits to whatever is
dictated to it.

The two modes of Government which pte-
vail in the world, are, fir/#, Government by
elettion and reprefentation: Szcondly, Governe
ment by hereditary fucceffion. The former
is generally known by the name of republic;
the latter by that of monarchy and ariftocracy.

“Thofe two diftin& and oppofite forms, erect
themfelves on the two diftinét and oppofite
bafes of Reafon and Ignorance.—As the cxer-
cife of Government requires talents and abili-
ties, and as talents and abilities cannot have
hereditary defcent, it is evident that hereditary
fucceflion requires a belief from man, to which
his reafon cannot fubfcribe, and which can
only be eftablifhed upon his ignorance; and
the more ignorant any country is, the better it
js fitted for this fpecies of Government.

On the contrary, Government in a well-
conftituted republic, requires no belief from
man beyond what his reafon can give. He
fees the rationale of the whole fyftem, its origin
and its operation; and as itis beft fupported

‘ X ' when
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when beft underftood, the human faculties ad
with boldnefs, and acquire, under this form
of Government, a gigantic manlinefs.

As, therefore, each of thofe forms aés on a,
different bafe, the one moving freely by the
aid of reafon, the other by ignorance; we have
pext- to confider, what it is that gives motion
to that fpecies of Government which is called
‘mixed Government, or, as it is fometimes lu-
dicroufly ftiled, a Government of #his, that,
and #other. '

The moving power in this fpecies of Go~

~ vernment, is of neceflity, Corruption. How-

ever imperfeQ election and reprefentation may’
be in mized Governments, they flill give ex.
ercife to a greater portion of reafon thanis con-
venient to the hereditary Part; and therefore
it becomes neceffa-y to buy the reafon up. A
mixed Government is an imperfet every-thing,
cementing and foldering the difcordant parts
“together by corruption, to att as 2 whole, Mr.
Burke appears highly difgufted, that France,
fince fhe had refolved on a revolution, did not
adopt what he calls ¢ 4 Britifb Conflitution
and the regretful mahner in which he expreffes
himfelf on -this occafion, implies a fufpicion,
that the Britith Conftitution needed fomething
to keep its defets in countenance.

In mixed Governments there is no refponfi-
bility : the parts cover each other till refpon-

fibility is loft; and the cdrruption which moves
the
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¢he machine, contrives at the fame time its
own efcape. When it is laid down as a
maxim, that a King can do no wrong, it places
him in a ftate of fimilar fecurity with that of
ideots and perfons infane, and refponfibility
is out of the quettion with refpe to himfelf.
It then defcends upon the Minifter, who fhel-
gers himfelf under a majority in Parliament,
swhich, by places, penfions, and corruption, he
can always command ; and that majority jufti-
fies itfelf by the fame authority with which it
prete@s the Miaifter.  In this rotatory motion,
refponfibility is thrown off from the parts, and
from the whole.

When there is a Part in a Government which
can do no wrong, it implies that it does no-
thing; and is only the machine of another
power, by whofe advice and dire&ion it adts.
What is fuppofed to be the King in mixed
Governments, is the Cabinet; and as the Ca-
binet is always a part of the Pasliament, and
the members juttifying in one charatter what
they advife and at in another, & mixed Go-
vernment becomes a continual enigma; entail-
ing upon a country, by the quantity of cor-
suption neceflary to folder the parts, the e€x-

“~pence of fupporting all the forms- of Govern-
‘ment at once, and finally refolving itfelf into
a Government by Committee; id_which the

advifers, the ators, the approvers, the jufti-
X2 fiers,
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fiers, the perfons refponfible, and the perfons
not refponfible, are the fame perfons.

By this pantomimical contrivance,and change
of fcene and charater, the parts help each
other out in matters which neither of them
fingly would affume to a&. When money is
to be obtained, the mafs of variety apparently
diffolves, and a profufion of parliamentary
praifes pafles between the parts, Each ad-
inires with aftonifhment, the wifdom, the libe-
nality, the difintereftednefs of the other; and
all of them breathe a pitying figh at the bur-
thens of the Nation.

But in a well-conftituted republic, nothing
of this foldering, praifing, and pitying, can take
place; the reprefentation being equal through-
out the country, and compl&t in itfelf, however
it may be arranged into legiflative and execu-
tive, they have all one and the fame natural
fource. The parts are not foreigners to each
other, like demiocracy, ariftocracy, and monar-
chy. As there are no difcordant diftin&tions,
there is nothing to corrupt by compromife, nor
confound by contrivance. Public meafures
appeal of themfelves to the underftanding of the
Nation, and, reftmg on their own merits, dif-
own any flattering application to vanity. The
continual whine of lamenting the burden of
taxes, however [uccefsfully it may be pra&ifed
in mixed Governments, is inconfiftent with the

fenfe
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fenfc and fpirit of a republic. If taxes are necellury,
they are of courfe advantageous; but if they
require an apology, the apology itfelf implies an
impcachment. Why then is man thus impofed
upon, or why does he impofe upon himfelf? _

When men are fpoken of as kings and fubjels,
or when Government is mentioned under the dif-
tin& or combined heads of monarchy, ariftocracy,
and democracy, what is it that reafoning man is
to underftand by the terms? If there really exifted
in the world two or more diftin&t and feparate
elements of human power, we thould then fee the
feveral origins to which thofe terms would de-
{criptively apply: but as there is but one fpecies of
man, there can be but one element of human
power; and that clement is man himfelf, Monar-
chy, ariftocracy, and democracy, are but creatures
of imagination; and a thoufand {fuch may be con-
trived, as well as three. ’

From the Revolutions of America and France,
and the fymptoms that have appeared in other.coun-
tries, it is evident that the opinion of the world is
changed with refpe& to {yftems of Government,
and that revolutions are not within the compafs of
political calculations. The progrefs of time and
circumftances, which men aflign to the accomplifh-
ment of great changes, is too mechanical to mea-
fure the force of the mind, and the rapidity of

refletion, by which revolutions are generated:
All
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All the old governments have received a fhock from

thofe that already appear, and which were once
more improbable, and are a greater fubje& of
wonder, than a general revolution in Europe
would be now. ’

‘When we furvey the wretched condition of man
under the monarchical and hereditary fyltems of
Government, dragged from his home by one
power, or driven by another, and impoverifhed
by taxes more than by enemies, it becomes evident
that thofe {yftems are bad, and that a general revo-
lution in the principle and conftruétion of Govern-
ments is necefary.

‘What is government more than the management
of the affairs of a Nation? It is not, and from its
nature cannot be, the property of any particular
man or family, but of the whole community, at
whofe expence it is fupported; and though by
force or contrivance it has been ufurped into an
inheritance, the ufurpation cannot alter the right
of things. Sovereignty, as a matter of right,
appertains to the Nation only, and not to any
individual ; and a Nation has at all times an in-
herent indefeafible right to abolifh any form of
Government it finds inconvenient, and eftablifh
fuch as accords with its intereft, difpofition, and
happinefs. The romantic and barbarous diftin&tion
of men into Kings and fubje@s, though it may
fuit the condition of courtiers, cannot that of
citizens ; and is exploded by the principle upon

which Governments are now founded. Every
: citizen
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citizen is a member of the Sovereignty, and, as
fuch, can acknowledg= no perfonal fubjettion ; and
his obedience can be only to the laws.

‘When men think of what Government is, they
muft neceffarily fuppofe it to poflefs a knowledge
of all the objefts and matters upon which its
authority is to be exercifed. In this view of Go-
vernment, the republican fyftem, as eftablifhed by

- Americaand France, operates to embrace the whole

of a Nation; and the knowledge neceffary to the in-
tereft of all the parts, is to be found in the center,
which the parts by reprefentation form: But the
old Governments are on a conftrud@ion that ex-
cludes knowledge as well as happinefs; Govern-
ment by Monks, who know nothing of the world
beyond the walls of a Convent, is as confiftent as
government by Kings.

What were formerly called Revolutions, were
little more thap a change of perfons, or an altera-
tion of local circumftances. They rofe and fell
like things of courfe, and had nothing in their
exiftence or their fate that could influence beyond
the fpot that produced them. But what we now
fee in the world, from the Revolutions of America
and France, are a renovation of the natural order’
of things, a fyftem of principles as univerfal as
truth and the exiftence of man, «td combining
moral with political happinefs and natioaal pro-
fperity. - '

¢ L Men are born and ahways contiuue free, and

¢ equal in refpelt of their rights. . Civil diftinétions,
¢ therefore, can be fouded only on public utility.

< IL. The
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¢ 1L The cnd of all political afficiations is the pre= -

¢ fervation of the natural and imprefexiptible rights

< of man; and thefe rights are liberty, property,

¢ fecurity, and refiftance of oppreffion. 4

¢ TIL. The Nation is ¢ffentially the fource of all So~

< wereigniy; mor can any INDIVIDUAL, or ANY
¢ BopY OF MEN, be cutitled to any autharity which
¢ js not exprefsly derived from i’

In thefe principles, there is nothing to throw a
Nation into confufion by inflaming ambition.
They are calculated to call forth wifdom and
abilities, and to exercife them for the public good,
and not for the erolument or aggrandizement of
particular defcriptions of men or families. Monar-

Q.',

chical fovereignty, the enemy of mankind, and the

fource of mifery, is abolithed; and fovereignty itfelf
is reftored to its natural and original place, the
Nation. Were this the cale throughout Europe,
‘the caufe of wars would be taken away.

"It is attributed to Henry the Fourth of France,

a man of an enlarged and benevolent heart, that

he propofed, about the year 1610, 2 plan for
abolithing war in Europe. The plan confifted in
conftituting an EuropeanCongrefs, or as the French
Authors ftile it, a Pacific Republic; by appointing
delegates from the feveral Nations, who were to a&t

as a Court of arbitration in any difputes that might

arife between nation and nation.
Had fuch a plan been adopted at the time it

wwas propofed, tlie taxes of England and France, )

as two of the parties, would have been at leaft ten

millions fterling annually to each Nation lefs than
: ' o they
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Sg were 8t the commencement of the French
Revoluton,
I @o conccive a caufe why fuch a plan has not.
:&)eéh adopted, (and that inftcad of 4 Congrels for
the purpofe of preventing war, it has been called
) ,foﬁ_ly to ferminate a war, after a fruitlefs expence of
feveral years), it will be neceffary to confider the
intereft of Governments as a diftintt intereft to that
‘of Nations. , )
-~ Whatever is the caufe of taxes to a Natior,
ibecomes alfo the means of revenue to a Govern-~
‘ment, Every war terminates with an addition of -
faxes, and confequently with an addition of
revenue ; and in any event of war, in the manner
ithey are now commenced and concluded, the power
:and intereft of Governments are increafed. War, -
. ithercfore, fronf its produltivenefs, as it eafily
~ furnifhes the pretence of neceflity for taxes and

‘appointments to places and offices, becomes a prin-

‘cipal part of the fyftem of old Governments; and

‘to eftablith any mode to abolith war, however

advantageous it might be to Nations, would be to

‘take from. fuch Government the moft lucrative of

:its branches. The frivolous matters upon which

~war is made, fhew the difpofition and avidity of

Governments to uphold the fyftem of war, and
betray the motives upon which they ad.

' Why are.not Republics plunged into war, but
' becaufe the nature of - their Government does not
- admit of an intereft diftin& from that of the Nation? _

" Even Holland, though an ill-conftruéted Republic,
o Y and
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exifted nearly.a century without w
initant the form of Govenment 7\\42\5 {"_ ) 1
France, ‘the republican pringiples o pfe;\cc an
doweftic profperity and ceconomy arofe with. ]
gew Governmept;. and the fame confeggn
would follow the fame caufes in other Natiofs. .
As war is the fyffen of, Government on &

old conftruction, the: auiﬁoﬁtx. which Nat
tain, is nothing more than

the policy 0 Governments exg
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enemy:of mat, but

- Nation faquld apply Jfelf to reform the /Y7
Whether the. forms’ gnd maxims of
ments-which are ftill in bradice, sere adap
‘the gondition of the world at the-period they we :
-eftablifhed, is not in this cafe the: quefion::
older they axgy: the lefs correfpondence canl
' pave vith the prefent ftate of things. Tisiye
hunge. of cirqumfances and apinigns,
e effett 'in sendering .mos

738 they have ¥po
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~ 2%nd manners.—Agriculture, commerce, manufac-
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tures, and the tranquil arts, by which the profperity
of Nations is beft promoted, require a different

S fyftem of Gévernment, and a different fpecies ot

{ knowledge to dire& its operations, than what

T oo by
f,é' might have been required in the former condition

of the world.

As it is not difficult to perceive, from the
enlightened ftate of mankind, that hereditary -
Governments -are verging to their decline, and
that Revolutions on the broad bafis of national
fovereignty, and Government by reprefentation,
are making their way in Europe, it would be an
a& of wifdom to anticipate their approach, and
produce Revolutions by reafon and accommoda-
tion, rather than commit them to the iffue of con-
vulfions. ,

From'what we now e, nothing of reform in
the political world ought to be held improbable.
It is anage of Revolutions, in which every thing
may be looked for. The intrigue of Courts, by '
which the fyftem of war is kept up, may provoke
a confederation of Nations to abolith it: and an
European Congrefs, to patronize the progrefs of
free Government, and promote the civilization of
Nations with each othier, is.an event nearer in
probability, than once were the revolutions and
alliance of France and America. '
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