There is No Unmarked Woman
Introduction
In the article, Deborah Tannen shows the various social aspects that are used to mark women and differentiate them from men. This is an article that has brought many criticisms regarding to her way of thinking. Deborah, however, argues that she only writes about matters that are easily seen by everyone, and does not lean on one side. The article brings out the differences between men and women, in regard to their dressing, character and how the society expects each one of them to behave. The women are said to be marked in all aspects. Many people rarely notice it when men do not take care of their looks, but a woman is easily judged from the way she appears. Deborah outlines some of the ways in which women are marked, comparing it to the case of men. The article in based on her observations on the dressing of women and men during a working conference that she attended.
Woman are marked based on their dressing
Each woman tends to have a certain way in which she dresses, depending with her social class, her body and character of a person. There are those who tend to love trousers, while others would choose dresses and other feminine dressing. The dressing that a woman usually adopts portrays a lot. For instance, those who prefer baggy pants are seen to be less cautious of their looks. There are, however, those who will take time to ensure that all the details fit together depending with their body shape and size. Despite the differences in dressing, each one of them will be noticed. This is, however, different with men. In the conference, each woman had adopted their dressing style, some opting for the attractive variety while others settled for those that made them comfortable. The dressing was quite different, but each one of them was noticeable.

Their hairstyles too were different each one of them telling something about the woman. There are those who preferred long and curly while others were not so much into details. The choice of the hairstyle was also in line with the dressing of a woman. Each one of them made sure that they chose a hairstyle that matched perfectly well with the dressing. The choice of shoes was not any different. However each one of the women was unique in their own way. Deborah, however, did not take note of the men because they did not have any stunning features. They were in plain shirts and their haircuts were not breath catching. The men are usually discrete and they do not go into details of dressing, unlike the women. This is one particular aspect that shows that each woman is marked. If she chooses to go for simple and plain dressing like the men, there are those who will see her as careless. Moreover, each woman tends to have their choice of accessories and makeup. There are those who choose to go with the light shadows while others love matching the makeup colors with their dressing. There is usually some differences in the choice of makeup, but each woman will ensure that they enhance their look with a makeup. The choice of makeup is the factor that is used to mark a woman from another.
Women are marked based on their names and titles
The society tends to go into details when addressing a woman, unlike a man. This could be because women usually have many stories to tell about themselves. The women are given titles that match will their marital status. A single title explains a lot about a woman. While filling forms, those that are married will usually tick the option of "MRS", while a single one will tick 'MS', an abbreviation for miss. The choices given are used to mark the women and differentiate them. However, there are people who will judge someone depending on the option that they settle with. For example, going for the "MS" option could imply that a person is below the age of marriage, searching for a partner or the person is rebellious and less interested in marriage. In many cases, a person would look at a woman and gauge her age, then go ahead to conclude the reason she is not married. The men are usually given a single option to tick. The title “MR” cannot be used to tell the marital status of a person. Even the small boys are usually addressed as “MR” is all occasions. This leaves the question on why the titles could not have been given based on gender rather than the marital status of the woman.

Career wise, a woman is usually defined by adding a few prefixes to the title of a man. For example, they will be referred to as actresses and waitresses. This is particularly given to mark the women who are considered to show a lot of feminine characters. Normally, an actor is a general word that would be used to address both female and male. Despite this, people go ahead to refer themselves as actresses, just to bring out the female concept in them. After marriage, there are those who choose to change their surnames and use those of their husbands. This was a must in the past. However, the choice that a woman makes will be used to judge her. A woman who chooses to replace her surname could be seen as a traditionalist because she is still using the societal norms of the past. The one who chooses to resist this can also be quickly judged to be rebellious and independent in a way. The men will, however, not be required to change their names at all, leaving them unmarked. 

Conclusion
All women are marked in all aspects of their lives while men are hardly noticed and they remain neutral. Many men will easily conclude that Deborah Tannen is a feminist while they agree with her reasoning. The article brings out facts regards the manner in which the society perceives women. If a man wrote a similar article, few criticisms would be heard while a woman will be immediately branded as a feminist. Though many men would not concur with this, it is clear that the women are not given their freedom and will remain marked in all aspects. They are usually judged and criticized in all aspects, and the society recognizes them as being a part of the male. For example, many authors use the pronoun "he" to signify a human being while "she" is only used to mark a woman.
