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White § huve sald thit the reyiew may tike many firms and eover o witle variety m_’ cancepts, the structure is
seanarkable the sume fom one o the next, Henge, when witling your ieview, consider the tollowing structure:

19 You nasd w0 do an Introduetion where you introduce your film review, likely spell out the most hasic credits such
ua ithy, ansd diractor, possibly main adtors, Fhe et paragraph also should contain a statement of purpose., [he tirst
or seeond paragraphe msy inglude o hrief summary of the plot, background into on the story and maybe a reference to

the genre if st done ubove,
2) Then you typically look at 3-8 dimensions or eriterin upon which you are evaluating the film. Often, you devote a

purpgraph 10 such,
3) Your analysis may involve one, but normally 3-8 of the following, or possible (an)other variable(s) not listed here:

a9 churscters beligvable? deyveloped appropriotely/eifoctively?
sre setors sust sppropriviely’ do they perform etfectively

wht 19 the theme of Him'?
iv the setting/loente, time pariod appropriste und effuctive? s wet, décor, landscape/geography effective?

is the cinematogruphy effective? does the film muke use of ¢olor, texture, lighting, movement etc. to

enbunce theme, mood, setting, o10,?

is editing effuctive)

in the sound track effective?

is mushe approprinte/functional? or inappropriate/obtrusive?

are camers sngles used eftoctively? Used for a particular effect?
Are there spacinl effeets und it o, ure they essential to plot? Necessary, sacrifice plot, skillfully handled?

dows 1ilm use symbols or symbolism? If 50, what purposes are serve? Used effectively? How does it

contbute tw film overall?

is there u morsl or messaye? ‘
*  wethere attributes that cun be attributed (o contributions by the director? how does film compare to

dirgotor’s other work? :
o whois the sudlence und did film achieve its objective or appeal to intended audience?
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4) You oy want to mudy the PROS versus CONS overall (Oprional), and reflect on and discuss these,

5 Finally, you draw conclusions, What is your opinion of the film? Here you would review the :
anguments/ovidence you wsed and then draw conclusion, NOTE that you never introduce new evidence in the

songlusion!

f;:' Quulity of ?witing also is impomm uw well s degree of research curried out. In addition, as | said above: cffort to
Dring outside sources snd even opinions of others into your discussion may be a plus, us well as cfforts made to
sppropriately atisibute credit 10 putside sources used, ' ~ %

- God luckd Ask if you have any questions,



Comm 240, De. Vineeut, Spring, 2014

“Frim reviews are axsessments of the aesthetic, entertainment, social and cultural merits and significance of a
vaerent tilm or Video, Reviews tend o be short 1o medium length articles, often written by a single staff

witer for a particular publication, Although reviews are usually tairly "quick takes” on a movie, they can, in
e istances, be lengthy, substantive, and very insighttul,” [SOURCE: “Film Reviews and Film Criticism;

A latroduction,™ hups www, b berkeley.edu MR lilmstudies. filmreytewsingro,himl|; Revised, 3-5.14,

Guidelines for writing a Film Review

Research and © Actively watch the film and take protuse notes. Do research and get all relevant names, facts, figures, details,
preparation © ot you think you will require. Use online and print resources, Double check for accuracy. Develop a eritical
pet\pe\me e mn\ndm' bulh the film’s merits and weaknesses. Then do an outline of your intended review.,

Title or headline The mle ol lhe review and the “deck” (a sentence in specnal prmt abovc zhc rcwcw) sugzcﬁ :he
reviewer's opinion — whether he or she thinks the movie is worth seeing or not, Rate the film,
MPAA r.\ung muy also go here.

Dateline and Byline Date ot review and name ot aulhor/rewcwer Somctlmes cuy in whlch written is cncd
Where z\t the top ol the review, is the name the movie and the placcs whcre it can bc seen. May
- address hours film shown, admission prices, phone number of theater, film length, opening
date, MPAA mlmg. crowdedncw, etc.

Iutroduction ' Why you thmk lhc movie is g,ood or not" l‘hcre is also ottcn a brlet summary ot what thc movie

is about, the story line and what type of film it is — action-adventure, comedy, documentary,
drama, horror, romance, etc. Name of director, producer or principal actors may go here. Give
datca when rmportant.

Statement of Purpose ; l)on t forgct to tcll thc render what you are trymg to do in essay; or another way to put it: What ;
s you objecnve here? ldcally goes into first patagraph

Actors’ Roles/Performance : l‘hls pan gives a short deecnpuon of thc main charactcrs and names thc actors who play the :

: . parts. Reviews refer to roles the actors have play in other movies. Are the characters in the !

. movie ca\y to understand? jf

Stery iae/Plot/Location | More about the story line and also whcrc and when the movie takcs place and what the scmng :

i

or mood is (but don’t spoil it for the viewer). How about themes or ideas raised? There may be
more information about the roles vis-a-vis the story line — may include particular geographic

. locations/scenes, opening, closing, an action or romance scene, etc. Is the movie based on a
book or a stage play? Does the movie tie into anything currently in the news, or is there
something else that makes the movie relevant? Is story particularly complex? How was pace of
the s(ory tcllmg! Is there a certain tension in the story? Was it funny? Was it sad?

Other cinematic characteristics Here you addrc«m other qualmcs of the hlm pamcularly those that are mhercnt!y spec:al to thc
v cinematic medium, such as camerawork, color, directing, editing, film texture, level of sex or
~ violence, music, scenery. sound (digital), soundtrack, specml etfects. visual effects. etc.

Other : (‘omparc to other hlms/movncﬁ Does the movie ponray hnstoncal events accuratcly’ Are thcrc
a few interesting quotes or facts? Name sources when appropriate — if quoting another person, !
cite source and gwe credit to orlunal author.

Couclusion : May conc.ludc wnth an mtcresnng or thought provoklng quesuon or statement to tcmpt you to
: see the movie for yourself. Sometimes a review will make a link with a local situation or certain
[ social attitudes.
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The film is due three weeks from today and must be typed and proofreadlspell-checked. The paper must be
turned in before or at the start of class.

The paper is on, your choice: Steamboal Bill, Jr. (USA: Bitzer, 1928) or City Lighrs (USA: Chaplin, 1931

Late papers are penalized one letter grade for every week {after class on \Wednesday/Thursday until before §
p.m. the following Wednesday, minus one grade, the next Wednesday class time uatil S p.m. the following
Wednesday prior to class time, minus two grades; etc.) it is late.

A review is often between 600-1,000 words long and between 2 to maybe 3 %4 pages maximum double spaced, Our
reviews may be a bit longer since this is a scholarly-based review and we have academic requirements such as citing
sources, providing appropriate examples to support our arguments, pu!hng in related discussions or evidence from
printed sources, ctc.

While I have said that the review may take many forms and cover a wide varicty of concepts, the structure is
remarkable the same from one to the next. Hence, when writing your review, consider the following structure:

1) You need to do an Introduction where you introduce your film review, likely spell out the most basic credits s?ch
as title, and dircctor, possibly main actors. The first paragraph also should contain a statement of purpose.. The first
or second paragraphs may include a brief summary of the plot, background info on the story and maybe a reference to
the genre if not done above.

2) Then you typically look at 3-5 dimensions or criteria upon which you are evaluating the film. Often, you devote a
* paragraph to cach.

3) Your analysis may involve one, but normally 3-5 of the following, or possible (an)other variable(s) not listed here:
e are characters believable? developed appropriately/etfectively?

e are actors cast appropriately? do they perform ettectively

e  what is the theme of tilm?

o  isthe setting/locale, time period appropriate and effective? is set, décor, landscapey/geography effective?

¢ isthe cinematography eftective? does the tilm make use of color, texture, lighting, movemeat etc. to
enhance theme, mood, setting, etc.?

e s editing etfective?

e is the sound track effective?

¢ is music appropriate/functional? or inappropriate/obtrusive?

¢ are camera angles used cffectively? Used for a particular etfect?

¢ Are there special effects and if so, arc they essential to plot? Necessary, sacnifice plot, skillfully handled?

¢  does film use symbols or symbolism? If so, what purposes are serve? Used effectively? How does it

contribute to tilm overall?
is there a moral or message?

e . are there attributes that can be attributed to contributions by the director? how does ﬁtm awxgme o
: director’s other work?

* . who is the audience and did film achieve its objective or appeal to intended audience?

4) You may want to study the PROS versus CONS ovenail {Optional), and reflect on and discuss these.

- 5) Finally, you draw conclusions. What is your opinion of the film? Here you would review the
arguments/evidence you used and then draw oonclusma. NOTE that you never imtroduce new evidence in the
u)m.luﬂon‘

iEe) Quality of writing also is important as well as degree of rescarch carried out. #n addition, as | said above: effort to

~_bring outside sources and even opinions of others into your discussion may be a p!us.. as well as offorts made o
dppropnatcly atmbute credit to outside sources used.

: Good iuck! Ask if you have any qmﬁou-




