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Romanticism

Romanticism is an elaborate movement in arts which flourished in America and Europe throughout the 19th century during the French Revolution period in 1789. Romantic artists’ effectively glorified nature and celebrated the noble divinity of creation as well as idealized the past. There is a noble emphasis on sincerity, originality, freedom of expression and spontaneity. The movement was able to rebel against classism and the artists turned to a number of sources for inspiration as the subject matter and artistic style. Romanticism stressed on free play of imagination and personal emotion. Among the prominent leaders of this movement in the world of literature include Friedrich von Schiller, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Victor Hugo and Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (Gunderson, 2009).
Romanticism Literature

Romanticism in literature found themes that were recurrent in the criticism or evocation of the past and the cult of sensibility. Romanticism literature has its emphasis on children and women, respect for a wilder, new pure and untrammeled nature as well as the heroic isolation of the narrator or artist. In addition, several romantic authors such as Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edgar Allan Poe based their writings mainly on the occult/supernatural and human psychology (Rosenthal, 2008).
Romanticism precursors in the English poetry can be traced back to the mid 18th century which included such figures like Joseph Warton who was a headmaster at Winchester College and Thomas Warton who was his brother. Thomas Warton was a Poetry professor in Oxford University. Joseph warton maintained that imagination and invention were the fundamental qualities of a poet. Thomas Chatterton is considered generally as the first Romantic poet in the English poetry. James Macpherson was a Scottish poet and he influenced effectively the Romanticism early development with the international success of the Ossian cycle of poems which were his. They were published in 1762 and they also inspired the young Walter Scott and Goethe. Both Macpherson and Chatterton’s work involved various elements of fraud, and they claimed that the earlier literature they had compiled or discovered were actually their entire work. The noble Gothic novel that began with Horace Walpole’s ‘The Castle of Otranto’ which was written in 1764 was a vital precursor of Romanticism one strain and it contained a delight of threat, horror and exotic picturesque settings. This work matched in the Walpole’s case through his role in early Gothic architecture revival. A novel that was written by Laurence Sterne known as the Tristram Shandy introduced a version that was whimsical of the anti-rational sentimental to the public English literary (Wu, 2012).
Romantic ballet

The Romantic ballet is primarily defined by a ballet era whereby Romanticism ideas in literature and art influenced the ballet creation. The ballet era started in Paris with the debut in 1827. The Romantic ballet has no immediate end but the decline is slow. Coppelia which was Arthur Saint-Leon’s 1870 ballet is considered as the Romantic Ballet’s last work. A lot of Romantic ballet last work is mainly focused on the nature and man conflict, the supernatural and society while others also focus on bringing together the exotic worlds that are off land and the national character effectively into the period of ballets. The era is also associated to the decline of the male dancer as ballerina took the focal centre stage. In addition, the pointework development which was considered fairly basic stage affected profoundly people’s perception towards ballerina. A lot of lithographs during that period portray her as virtually floating and poised only with the tip of the toe (Rosenthal, 2008).This notion of weightlessness was also capitalized on in various ballets such as Giselle and Sylphide and the popular leap that was attempted in La Peri by Carlotta Grisi. Romantic ballet other figures were the identity that was separate of the author or scenarist from the choreographer and the specially written music presence as opposed to the pastiche which was a ballet typical of the early 19th and the late 18th centuries. The gas lighting invention enabled changes that were gradual and it effectively enhanced the mysteriousness of a lot of ballets with the softer gleam that it contained. Illusion also became more diverse with trap doors and wires being used widely (Gunderson, 2009).
The ‘Emotional’ Art Movement

Romanticism in art effectively appealed to people on a different and deeper level than any other artwork had back in the past. Also, romanticism had a renewed look at mankind’s and nature relationship with it thus, making landscape paintings in particular being more popular and important as a result. The painting by John Constable known as The Haywain was a great example of Romanticism art. Other Romantic painters who used emotion in their artwork in rallying political awareness include Eugene Delecroix who did his painting by the name Liberty leading the people. It was based on the 1830 French Revolution. Another popular Romantic painter was called Joseph Turner whose seascapes and landscapes were mostly seen as a precursor to the impressionism which occurred later in the 19th century (Wu, 2012).
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