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Discrimination Against Women in Pakistan

Throughout the history women were regarded as naturally weaker and inferior to men. In most traditional societies, women were primarily child-bearers and homemakers. Women had no rights, they were the property of their father until they were married. They received little or no education, making it impossible for them to gain power. Without the knowledge of how to live, women had to rely on their husbands. Women now are more respected and in most countries, women are given equal rights to men. They have run for public office, have served in the military and have received college degrees. However, Sexism/gender discrimination is still the order of the day in some countries. Push for gender equality/feminist movements is still slow in these countries. The fact that women/feminist activities have been fighting so hard for gender equality clearly shows that women still have to make an extra effort to overcome the social stigma that they face in life. 
Women, in many cultures have always been a variable in discrimination. Women are still discriminated in many Middle East countries like Pakistan. In the male-dominated society of Pakistan, women have almost no privileges and are subjected to violence, crimes or discrimination. Various cultural and religious restrictions are imposed on women in many areas of the country to determine women’s place in the society. A woman has no say in any aspect of her life, including her marriage. According to the Islamic teaching, women have to dress in a certain way, in hijab, a veil that covers the head and in loose, long, unrevealing clothes. A cultural practice that is still carried out is ‘honor killing’ which is the killing of women for “their actual or perceived "immoral" behavior and for bringing shame to their families.” (Londergan, 2013). 
Honor killing is a very common practice which explains the very high rates of intentional homicide in Pakistan. A survey conducted by the Thomson Reuters also includes Pakistan in the top five most dangerous countries for women in the world because of the highest rates of dowry murder and so-called honor killings. (Greiff, 2010). Hundreds to thousands of women were killed because they were seen to had brought disgrace to their families by doing some unacceptable actions such as engaging in premarital sex, getting pregnant or raped. It is “intended to erase shame, restore honor, and enforce a social code that defines and controls women's lives.” (Niaz, 2012). When someone is caught doing Zina, a term used for adultery, she has to be brought the the Shariah court where they decide to punish the offender or not. 
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