PUBLIC POLICY PROPOSAL			3







Algretta Williams
PPA 699:  Public Policy Development
Public Policy Proposal
Instructor Eddie Gordon
April 28, 2014







Running head: PUBLIC POLICY 			1


Identification of the Topic and Problem Statement
Introduction 
	Making public policies is one of the hardest duties that public officials go through in their list of responsibilities. This is because of the complexities involved in the policy-making process as the policy makers have to ensure that the interests of all stakeholders are taken into consideration. Hence, the modern day hot button issue of our time, the legalization of same-sex marriage.  As we have learned, the concept of law and/or public policy is evolutionary in that it reflects the times in which we live in.  Subsequently, how do policy makers fairly and equitably craft public policies that are protective of the rights and freedoms of all stakeholders?  In some situations, the interests of certain groups are still subsequently overlooked in formulating public policies due to the complex nature of trying to maintain a delicate balance for all.
Body
	In the modern day world many governments have found themselves in difficult situations when matters of same sex marriages arise. Unlike a corporation, which is an institution that comes into being and is regulated through legal decrees and definitions, marriage has meaning prior to and outside a current legal definition (Archie, 2013).The sensitivity of this matter has led to some governments legalizing these marriages whereas other governments have fully refused to legalize them. The legalization of same sex marriages usually sparks protests from religious groups, which perceive the act as being ungodly and also against social values (Wardle, 2008). The main reason that hinders a decision across the board is due to the two competing sides surrounding the matter, as both sides believe they have valid reasons for their respective viewpoints. For example, there are those who argue that same sex marriages should be allowed as illegalizing them is denying homosexuals their human rights. They also argue that it is against the American Constitution and universal human rights to deny homosexuals a right to marry each other. People advocating for these marriages argue that it is not their fault to be homosexuals but the fault of nature. Analysis of this situation reveals that people finds themselves either being homosexuals or heterosexuals. Based on this, it will be inhuman to discriminate a person based on his or her sexual orientation. However, those against the marriages claim that it is against religious and moral values to allow people of same sex to marry each other (Dunton&Palmberg, 1996). The two sides believe that what they are doing is right therefore making it difficult for government officials to come up with policies that legalize these marriages.
Research Methods
	In order to garner and guage the public’s views on same sex marriages, both primary and secondary research will be essential. Secondary research will entail analysis of various books and articles that discuss same sex marriages. This is essential in knowing how different scholars think and feel about the issue hence knowing whether the governments legalizing the marriages are actually the answer to the issue. Primary research will also be essential in knowing how people feel about the issue. In primary research, using interviews, questionnaires, and observations are ideal methods of collecting primary data therefore analyzing it to get people’s perceptions on the issue. 
Literature Review
	Many religious leaders are against these marriages because of the biblical happenings in Sodom and Gomorrah. In this story, homosexuals who lived in these areas were burnt by fire descending from heaven as a result of God’s wrath, which was brought about by their homosexual behaviors. As a result of this story, many religious people are usually against these marriages as they believe they go against God’s will. Many people are also against these marriages because they go against moral values. However, several human rights groups have come up with intentions of advocating for these marriages citing the discriminations that homosexuals experience in society (Corvino& Gallagher, 2012).
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Public policies are usually difficult to formulate and implement because of their complex nature. It is not easy to come up with a policy that will favor all people. This is the reason why the process is usually long, tiresome, and arduous, as the interests of all stakeholders have to be taken into account. However, in some situations, the interests of certain groups are still subsequently overlooked in formulating public policies due to the complex nature of trying to maintain a delicate balance for all.  It cannot be emphasized enough the importance of implementing all phases of public policy development, including the gathering of public opinion, to maximize fair and equitable end results for all stakeholders.  In this way, the concept of democracy is preserved by acknowledging the social contract inherent within democratic principles.
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