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	5   
	4
	                 3
	2

	Ideas 

and 

Content
	Exceptionally clear enthymeme addresses a controversial Q@I;

Supported with high level analysis;

Counter Argument is presented and professionally countered;

Topic sentences (Main Points) effectively and interestingly explore enthymeme.

	Identifiable enthymeme, slightly controversial Q@I;

Facts, examples and analysis of topic is relevant but limited;

Topic is explored but could be enhanced;

Counter Argument is introduced and countered but could be made stronger;

Topic sentences (Main Points) are clear and tied directly to enthymeme.

	Enthymeme needs clarifying and/or does not address a valid Q@I;

Insufficient facts, examples and analysis;

Topic is somewhat explored but needs development;

Counter Argument is not clearly introduced and/or countered;

Topic sentences (Main Points) are unclear, and not tied directly to enthymeme.
	Lacks enthymeme and does not involve a controversial Q@I;

Topic is unclear;

Information is confusing; 

Counter Argument is not addressed;

No topic sentences (Main Points).

	Organization
	Organization makes the central idea(s) and details clear;

Order and structure are strong and move reader easily through the writing;

Intro engages reader; Conclusion provides closure

Smooth, effective transitions;

Paragraphs are effectively organized around main points.


	Organization is clear and functional;

Order and structure are present but seem like a formula;

Ideas, details, examples are in an order that is easy to follow;

Recognizable intro and conclusion but repetitive;

Transitions are formulaic;

Paragraphs organized around main points.
	Organization is attempted but does not work well in all areas;

Order is unclear;

Some details are out of order;

Intro and conclusion lack or are too general;

Transitions are confusing or lacking;

Paragraphs are not in adequate connection to, or support of, of main point.

	Writing lacks organization, feels disjointed and confusing;

Seems incomplete;

No recognizable intro and conclusion;

Transition are absent;

Paragraphs have no clear focus.


	Quotations/

Evidence


	Audience is relevant and presented with strong, accurate and credible evidence;

Essay Readings incorporated successfully and connected to supporting argument;

Quotes are incorporated smoothly and analyzed fully.


	Audience is clear;

Essay Readings are incorporated successfully as support;

Facts, examples and analysis of topic is relevant but limited;

Some analysis of quotations/evidence;

Quotes included often unclearly connected to argument.
	Audience is unclear;

Information is questionable, or consists largely of digressions;

Quotations seem out of place or awkward, or lack clear connection to argument;

No analysis of quotes/evidence/examples;

Deeper exploration of evidence needed.
	Audience is unclear or inappropriate;

Little to no outside evidence;

No direct quotations;
No set up, explanation, or analysis of evidence.

	Format/

Citations


	Quotes cited correctly in text;

MLA format correct;

Little to no mistakes in grammar and conventions
	Minor errors in in-text citation; 

Minor errors in MLA format;

Occasional but not distracting mistakes in grammar and conventions
	In-text citations attempted, but inaccurate;

MLA format is incorrect;

Significant need for editing;

Errors in grammar, conventions, and spelling but meaning is held
	In-text citations missing, or lead to possible plagiarism charges;

Significant errors in all areas;

Meaning is confused by these errors;

Needs extensive editing

	Style
	Essay is engaging and author’s voice is clear and consistent throughout;

Attention to each sentence aids in argument. 

Techniques incorporated effectively, enhance style.
	Essay is readable, and author’s voice is clear and consistent throughout.

Sentence level communication is clear.

Good attempts at techniques to heighten engagement for reader. 
	Readability is slightly affected by lack of editing and grammatical errors;

Author’s voice is inconsistent;

Lack of careful attention to sentence level clarity.

Some attempt at techniques to heighten engagement for reader.
	Readability is affected by lack of editing, grammatical errors and lack of sentence level clarity; 

No attempt at incorporating techniques of style.



