Wars and Empires
1750-1774
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The Opening Battles
Even before Washington and his troops were defeated in
July 1754, the British sought 1o protect the
colonies against threats from the French
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to cede all of its North American lands to Britain and Spee
 Pontiac convened a council of more than four hundred
Ottawa, Potawatomi, and Huron leaders near Fort Detroe
- Drawing on Neolin's vision, he mobilized support to driv
out the British. In May 1763, Pontiac's forces laid siegew
Detroit and soon gained the support of eighteen Indun
nations. They then attacked Fort Pitt and other British
frontier outposts and attacked white settlements along

differences between the French and the British?

mankind.” A group of men from Paxton Creek, Pennsylva-
nia, agreed. In December 1763, they raided families of
peaceful, Christian Conestoga Indians near Lancaster,
killing thirty. Protests from eastern colonists infuriated the
Paxton Boys, who then marched on Philadelphia demand-
i'lFmﬂnﬁ"nm‘-ugn'ﬂn the frontier.

Although violence on the frontier slowly subsided.
neither side had achieved victory. Without French support.
Pontiac and his followers ran out of guns and ammunition
and had to retreat. About the same time, Benjamin Franklin
negotiated a truce between the Paxton Boys and the

authorities, but it did not settle the
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* What action against the British does he advocate. and why?

Put it in Context

How does Pontiac's speech reflect
larger tensions between British
officials and colonists and various
+ Indian nations?
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fundamental issues over protection of western settlers.
These conflicts convinced the British that the government
could not endure further costly frontier clashes. So in
October 1763, the crown issued a proclamation forbidding
colonial settlement west of a line running down the
Appalachian Mountains to create a buffer between Indians
and colonists (Map 5.2).

The Proclamation Line of 1763 denied colonists the
right to settle west of the Appalachian Mountains. Insti-
tuted just months after the Peace of Paris was signed. the
Proclamation Line frustrated colonists who sought the
economic benefits won by a long and bloody war. Small
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MAP 5.2 British Conflicts with Indians, 1758-1763, and the Proclamation Line

The entrance of British troops into formes French territory in the Ohio River valley foliowing the
French and indian War fusled conficts with Inckan nations. Colonists in Pennsylvania and the
Caroknas also baftied with indkans, ncluding tribes who were alies or remained neutral during
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teenth century, the tithes to sn
of these estates were Challenged
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tenants, but even where legit
mate titles existed, tenants
declared a moral right to own
the land they had long farmed
The manors and estates of the
Hudson valley, they claimed
Were more appropriate to 2
feudal government than toan
enlightened empire.
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Hampshire were drawn into battles over land when the
king's Privy Council in London decided in 1764 lhitll:f
property no longer threatened by IIIIFMIHH ': ﬁ:;ﬂ“:ﬂﬂlﬂl btlm:f::;u New York rather than Ne¥

expand eastward into this region, but the farmers drﬂ;*d
- living there claimed they had bought the land in good

the Hudson River hoped 10

led by Ethan Allen, refused to recognize New York author
ties as legitimate in the region and established their own
local governments and popular courts

Inspired by the Green Mountain Boys and earlier
uprisings in New Jersey, tenants in the Hodson valley
banded lug:thtr in 1765=1766. Under the lt’.l.L!q_'rhf'._;'l of
William Prendergast, a group of tenants calling themselves
Levellers refused to pay rent and instead claimed frechold
title to the land they farmed. New York tenants petivoned
the colonial assembly and sought redress in a variety of
ways. But landowners refused to negotiate, and Prendergast
concluded that “there was no law lor poor men.”

In many ways, the beliefs of Allen, Prendergast, and
their followers echoed those of Herman Husband and the
North Carolina Regulators. All of these groups developed
visible, well-organized networks of supporters, targeted
specific landlords, sought redress first through colonial
courts and assemblies, and then established popular militias
and other institutions to govern themselves and to chal
lenge those in authority. These challenges included attacks
on property: Burning barns, attacking livestock, and pulling
down fences were common practices among irate farmers.

Conflicts in North Carolina escalated when the
colonial assembly, dominated by the eastern slaveholding
elite, passed a measure to build a stately mansion for
Governor Tryon with public funds. Outraged frontier
farmers, many already in debt and paying high taxes,

%7
1 awr I

coniront the Regulators, In Mav. armed conil 1 erupted
[ he Re :n."-::-'-'l":h were defeated. and half a doren leaders
were publicly hanged. Herman Hushand managed 1o
TR A ind headed to the Pennsvlvania frontier o
establith 2 new homestead for his family. There, ton
he met frontier farmers angered by thetr lack of political

represeniabion. economic opportunily, and protection

from Indians
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Postwar British Policies

and Colonial Unity

Throughout the 1750s and 1760s, ordinary colonists
challenged the authority of economic and political elites to

impose their will on local communities and individual
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residenis. Before and during the French and Indian War,

most of these challenges involved conflicts among wolo-
nists themselves. Yet in the decade following the war, from

withheld their taxes, took over courthouses, and harassed
corrupt local officials. By the spring of 1771, faced wu!:
what he viewed as open rebellion on his western frontier.
Governor Tryon recruited a tho gsand militiamen 1o
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Common Grievances
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In the aftermath of the French a
ErIoUs impressment foLs erupled in B
Ciily, and Newporl, Rhode lsland. Incre
Uq;,nmi seamen and dockworkers mad
with owners of merchant ships and m
protesting British policy. Colonial officia
governors, and custom agents —were caught
some insisted on upholding the Roval Nav
impressment; others tried to placate both n
local residents; and still others resisted what ¢
oppressive imposition on the rights ol colonists. Both |
whao resisted British authority and those who soug
compromise had to gain the support of the lower and
middling classes to succeed
Employers and politicians who opposed impressment
H“nni an impartant advantage if they could direct the
anger of colonists away from themselves and toward Britisl
officials and policies. The decision of British officials o
continue quarterning iroops in the colonies gave local
leaders another opportunity o join lorces with ordinary
colonists. Colonial towns and cities were required 1o
quarter (that is, house and support) British troops even
after the Peace of Paris was signed. While the troops were
intended o protect the colonies against disgruntied Indians
and French on their borders, they also provided reintorce
ments for impressment agents and surveillance over other
illegal activities like smuggling and domestic manufactur
ing. Thus a range of issues and policies began to bind
colonists together through common grievances against the
British Parliament.

Forging Ties across the Colonies

The ties forged between poorer and wealthier colonists over
1ssues of westward expansion, impressment, and quarterng
grew stronger in the 1760s, but they tended to be localized
in seaport cities or in specific areas of the frontier. Creating
bonds across the colonies required considerably more effort
in a period when communication and transportation
beyond local areas were limited. The Albany Congress of
1754 had been one of the first attempts to develop
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soCial order, especially in frontier reglons that wi syl
the reach of many established instiiutis i
preachers invited slaves and Tree blacks 1o atterid i

services alongside local white larmers and laborei
Slavehaolders and other elile southerners considered sucl

practuices outrageaus and a challenge 1o the political as well
as the soial order
Most women and men who converted (o Separale
Baptism, Methodism, or other torms of radical Protestant
sm did not link their religious conversion directly o
politics. Those who did, including many Regulators
hllm{chll'.'-.{ Ll .'l.'lllh'lill'l was i foroe for division rather than
unity in the colonies. But as more and more ordinary
colonists and colonial leaders voiced their anger at ollensive
British policies, ey |].|'|E_'|1_'.|Il,,-'|| techniques used 10 rouse the
masses o salvation became important lor mobilizing
colonists to protest
Thus even though the Greal Awakening had spent ils
religious passion in most parts ol North Amernica by the
1 760, the techniques of mass commumcation and cntiques
of opulence and corruption it initiated provided emotional
and practical ways of forging ties among widely dispersed
colonists. Many evangelical preachers had condemned the
lavish lifestvles of colonial elites and the spiritual corrup
tion of local officials who failed 1o consider the needs of
their less well-to-do neighbors. Now in the context ol
conflicts with Great Britain, colonial leaders could turn
such rhetoric against new targets of resentment by paintin
Parliament and British officials as anistocrats with litthe fai
and less compassion.
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Great Britain Seeks Greater Control
Until the French and Indian War, British officials and theif
colonial subjects coexisted in relative harmony. Economic
growth led Britan to ignore much of the smuggling and
domestic manufacturing that took place in the colonies.
Although the system of mercantilism (see chapter 3)
assumed that the colonies supplied raw materials and the
mother country manufactured goods, a bit of manufactur-
ing for local needs did not significantly disrupt British
industry. Similarly, although the king and Parliament held
ultimate political sovereignty, or final authority, over the
American colonies, it was casier to allow some local
government control over decisions, given the communica-
tion challenges created by distance. "
This pattern of benign (or “salutary”) neglect led so
American colonists 1o view themselves as more indepen-
dent of British control than they really were. Impressme
impress men when needed, yet even in the midst,
French and Indian War, American colonists viewed

o

5. T

i wmmm paper money or

" the rebellious spirit that existed among many servants,

' scamen, frontiersmen, tenants, and even women and

" Dthers feared that the religious enthusiasm of the Gregt
Awakening had nurtured disdain for established authoriy,
among the colonists. Clearly it was time 10 impose 3
imperial order.

To establish order, Parliament launched 3 'h"“'Pfﬂq
program. First, it sought stricter enforcement of eXisting
laws and established a Board of Trade 1o centralize policies
and ensure their implementation. The Navigation Ats,
which prohibited smuggling, established guidelines for jegy
commerce, and set duties on trade items, were the mog
important laws to be enforced. Second, Parliament
extended wartime policies into peacetime. For example, the
Quartering Act of 1765 ensured that British troops would
remain in the colonies to enforce imperial policy. Colonil
governments were expected to support them by allowing
them to use vacant buildings and providing them with foed
and supplies.

The third part of Grenville's colonial program was the
most important. |tﬂlhdﬁrﬂumufmwhmlﬂ

- raise funds and reestablish the sovereignty of British rule

'l'hlﬁltmmlamedbyhrljnnum was the Amer
can Duties Act of 1764, known as the Sugar Act. It impose!
. an import duty, or tax, on sugar, coffec, wines, and other

luxury items. The act also reduced the import tax on

. foreign molasses but insisted that the duty be collected.d

| shock to the many colonial merchants and rum distillers

1 'hlﬁdmhpmw,n from [lwl:l'ﬂd’
and Spanish Caribbean. The crackdown on smuggling

; ‘mﬁ}iﬂnﬂnumnfﬁm and established the

h'h%m in North America to ensure h
{ h*ﬁmmﬁn the crown. That same Y3"

| Credit. Taken together, these provisions meant that c0l°

ey ofmoney (and g oods) diminished

Ists would pay more money into the British treasury ©*
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Boston Advertisements

Advertisements from the Boston Gazefte and Courtry Jounal
Show the array of consumer goods brought in to Boston Harbor
Amang the items listed were rum, tea. and Enghen cloth. a1 of
*hich were subject 1o import duties and trade restrictions. AS
boycatts developed in the colonies, Bostonians would have to
Choose which of these items to continue buying.  Courtes o ihe
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Resistance to

Britain Intensifies

Owver the next decade, between 1764 and 1774, the British
Parliament sought to extend its political and econom
control over the Amencan colonies, and the colonists
periodically resisted. With each instance of resistance,
Parbiament demanded further submission to roval author
ity. With each demand for submission, colonists responded
with greater assertions of their rights and autonomy. Yet no
one—neither colonists nor British officials— could have
imagined in 1764, or even in 1774, that a revolution was in

the making,

The Stamp Act Inspires
Coordinated Resistance

Grenville decided that his next step would be to impose a
stamp tax on the colonies similar to that long used in
England. The stamp tax required that a revenue stamp be
affixed 1o all transactions involving paper items, from
newspapers and contracts to playing cards and diplomas.
Grenville announced his plans in 1764, a full year before
Parliament enacted the Stamp Act in the spring of 1765,
The tax was 1o be collected by colonists appointed for the
purpose, and the money was to be spent within the n'_dcmi-n
at the direction of Parliament for “defending, protecting
and securing the colonies.” To Grenville and a majority in
Parlisment, the Stamp Act seemed completely fair. After all,
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gramp Act rebels in New York City. the merch
and large landowners who led the protests ther,
help them.

It was these more affluent protesters why, 1, .
the Stamp At (:l.'ll'lu!rl'."!'ﬁ in Mew York ( iy in Odctohs,
which brought together twenty-seven delegare, 1.,
colonies. The delegates petitioned Parliamen 1 ;0
sramp Act, arguing that taxation withou representat
was tyranny and that such laws “have o manifesy T4,
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4.|-|.r11||n-.||.-.'....J 1k prowing influence of ordinary citizens
whao led parackes and demonsn ationnd and aimed in attacks
on slamp agents and the homes of British officials. And the
P'”r“"' revieal d the RrOWI power of the wrilten word
and i'rllll.i:n IMages 1n dusseminat ng wleas AMOng I_”||“-“,~|‘
i!r|-u.11.1.1|-;11.--._ i litical cartoon handballs nEwspapers and
pamphlets circulated widely, re inforcing discussions and

}1r'hidl'ﬂ-ullll‘|'~-Il.1.+l.r!r|u..-.|!l-r-. demonstrations, and more

Ehnﬂl:ud War, and a popular wor),,,.,
- [ndian B-Clayy
rench | the fake corpse 1o the Boston
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W- - d destroyed the building. Demonstrators o4 =
colonistsforscarc obe  SCLC CLlpusum et | L0 mped” them, and set them on (i,
m' the internal affsirs of the colonieS o Oliver's house, Oliver, wisely, had already fefy
:ﬁ” tax on trade; ﬂh Oliver's brother-in-law, Lieutenany Governge

Hutchinson, arrived at the scene and tried 10 gy,
crowd, but he mlflnﬂ'l’tﬂ them further. T‘n-:z- mﬂh
© destroyed Oliver's stable house, coach, and Cartiage, whi
 the crowd saw as signs of aristocratic opulence. Twelye

© later, demonstrators attacked the homes of Judge Willigg
Story, customs officer Benjamin Hallowell, ang Lieutengy
Governor Hutchinson.
3 The battle against the Stamp Act unfolded ACTON the
~ colonies with riots, beatings, and resignations reporteg

. from Newpori, Rhode Island, to New Brunswick, Neyw

o o S ]

Grenville assured thet ¢ had plentyoftimeto ~ Jersey, to Charles Town (later Charleston), South Carolis,
organize their opposition. [n v York City, Boston,a6d  In Charleston, slave trader and stamp agent Henry Lagre
other cities, merchants, traders, and was attacked by white artisans who hanged him in effigy

 and then by white workers and finally by slaves who
harassed him with chants of “Liberty! Liberty!!” On
November 1, 1765, when the Stamp Act officially took
effect, not a single stamp agent remained in his post in the
 colonies,
- Protesters carefully chose their targets: stamp agents
sheriffs, judges, and colonial officials. Even when violence
e l’m_' focused, with most crowds destroying
Stamps and stamp offices first and then turning to the
Privale property of Stamp Act supporters. These protess
 Made a mockery of notions of deference toward British
Er o e also revealed growing autonomy on the pir

fﬁnmw .,Mﬂ;-d-u colonists who attacked @
L = ST o, mhuurlﬂ:
nma**,:,} s their leaders. However, this wis!
with artisans, small farmers, and
NS ¥ wm‘
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1o subvert the Rights and Liberties of the Colop
Delegates then urged colonists to boycot Britiah, goods
and refuse to pay the stamp tax. Yet they still proclaimed
their loyalty to king and country.

The question of representation became a mainsiyy ol
colonial protests. Whereas the British accepted the nution
of “virtual representation,” by which members of Pyl
ment gave voice 1o the views of particular classes and
interests, the North American colonies had developed a
system of representation based on locality, According to
colonial leaders, only members of Parliament elected by
colonists could represent their interests.

Even as delegates at the Stamp Act Congress declared
themselves disaffected but loyal British subjects, they
participated in the process of developing a common
identity in the American colonies. Christopher Gadsden of
South Carolina expressed the feeling most directly. “We
should stand upon the broad common ground of natural
I.'lI]'Il:I-..I|I he II'EI.I.HL “There should be no New England man,
no New-Yorker, known on the continent, but all of us

Americans.”

Eventually the British Parliament was forced 1o
respond to colonial protests and even more o rising
complaints from English merchants and traders whaose
business had been damaged by the colonists’ boyeott,
Parliament repealed the Stamp Act in March 1766, and
King George 111 granted his approval a month later. When
news reached the colonies in May, crowds celebrated in the
streets, church bells rang, and fireworks and muskets
saluted the victory. Colonists now looked forward 1o a new
and better relationship between themselves and the British
Eovernment.

From the colonists’ perspective, the crisis triggered by
the passage of the Stamp Act demonstrated the limits of
parliamentary control. Colonists had organized effectively

- and forced Parliament to repeal the hated legislation. _
- Protests had raged across the colonies and attracted support

from a wide range of colonists, including young and old.
- men and women, merchants, lawyers,
- Individual leaders, like Patrick Henry of Virginia and
- Samuel Adams of Massachusetts, became more widely
- known through their fiery oratory and their success in
- #ppealing to the masses. The Stamp Act agitation also

e

artisans, and farmers.

tormal political assemblies

L Explore |

S&t Documents 5.2 and 5.3 for two different types of desent

For all the success of the Stamp Act protests, American
colonists still could not imagine in 1765 that protest would
ever lead to open revolt against British sovereignty. More
well-to-do colonists were concerned that a revolution AZALris]
British authority might fuel a dual revolution in which small
farmers, tenants, servants, slaves, and laborers would rise L
against their political and economic superiors in the colonies.
Even most middling- and working-class protesters believed
that the best solution to the colonies’ problems was 1o gain
greater economic and political rights within the British
empire, not to break from it. After all, Great Britain was the

most powerful nation in the world, and the colonies could
only benefit from their place in its far-reaching empire.

The Townshend Act
and the Boston Massacre

The repeal of the Stamp Act in March 1766 led directly 1o
Parliament’s passage of the Declaratory Act. That act
declared that Parliament had the authority to pass any law
“to bind the colonies and peoples of North America” closer
to Britain, No new tax or policy was established; Parliament
simply wanted 10 proclaim Great Britain’s political suprem.
acy in the aftermath of the successful stamp 1ax protests.
Following this direct assertion of British sovereignty,
relative harmony prevailed in the colonies for more than a
year. Having rid themselves of the burden of parliamentary
taxation, colonists were content to abide by less offensive
- restrictions on smuggling, domestic manufacturing, and
similar matters. Then in June 1767, a new chancellor of the
Exchequer, Charles Townshend, rose to power in England.
- He persuaded Parliament to return to the model offered by
the earlier Sugar Act. The Townshend Act, like the Sugar
Act, instituted an import tax on a range of items sent to the
colonies, including glass, lead, paint, paper, and tea.
Now, however, even an indirect tax led to immediate
- protests and calls for a boyeott of the items subject o the tax.
" In February 1768, Samuel Adams wrote a circular letter
* reminding colonists of the importance of the boycott, and the



the colonies and the mother country, 8
established and permitted for many years,

of the experience which the petitiopers have
had of the readiness of the Americans to make
their just remittances to the utmost of their real
ability. they have been induced to make and
venture such large ﬂpntﬂthmd'm
manufactures, as 10 leave the colonies indebted
1o the merchants of Great Britain in the sum of
several millions sterling; at that at this time the
colonists, when pressed for payment, appeal to
past expenience, in proof of their willingness;
but declare it is not in their power, at present,
to make good their engagements, alleging, that
the taxes and restrictions laid upon them, and
the extension of the jurisdiction of vice
admiralty courts established by some late acts
of parliament, particularly ... by an act passed
in the fifth year of his present Majesty, for

who argued "
mmw of the Stamp Act by de, ting o

that they were losing revenue b 4

supporting the Stamp Act ,,

other duties, in the British colonies and
plantations in America, with several regulatiop,
and restraints, which, if founded in acts o
rliament for defined purposes, are
represented to have been extended in such 4
manner as to disturb legal commerce and
harass the fair trader, have so far interrupted
the usual and former most fruitful branches of
their commerce, restrained the sale of their
produce, thrown the state of the several
provinces into confusion, and brought on so
great a number of actual bankruptcies, that the
former opportunities and means of remittances -.

and payments are utterly lost and taken from ]

them; and that the petitioners are, by these
unhappy events, reduced to the necessity of
applying to the House, in order to secure
themselves and their families from impending
ruin; to prevent a multitude of manufacturers
from becoming a burthen to the community, or
else seeking their bread in other countries, to
the irretrievable loss of this kingdom; and to
preserve the strength of this nation entire.

Source Gy Steven Callende. Sasction bom
o Econcmic Moty of the Linstect States, 1785 1360 Boston: Ginn, 1009, 146-47

5.3 The Repeal, 1766

Interpret the Evidence

* How do both the petition and the cartoon emphasize the economic
arguments against the Stamp Act? What role, i any, do argumaents about
political representation play in these documents?

* Who do you think was the intended audience for sach of these documents?
What evidence can you find in each document 10 support your answer?

TIEEE ATRAE T T

Put It in Context

What do these documanis sugges!
about the more general relations

among the colonies, British
masrchants, and Parliamaent in

1 17667



__-_-___..—-""" N
= w5 : s O gatch 1770, 1,700 British troops we,, Magi
> .I city of 18,000 people. On the ¢ Vening .. .:hﬁlh
oo Bt 8 g snowballs and il 1 ' M,
Masas husetty Assembd pdl'ﬂ'ﬂ the bovs begd pding the Boston Customs House 5
yssemblses. In response. H:“m: tutmlﬂ':r.n | soldier§8 T ling about, now joined by o . 4"ty
armn regumenty in Reston Act. Angry cailars led by Crispus Attucks, an ex-slave of 5, | A
v, incoing the Tl Lol misr RO | sailons B0ty The nervous guard calle, IH: e
S | i e
colontsts refsse to import oo of any ki SRl itish soldiers. He appealed (0 the “gentlem,,- v
_ the crawd. Instead, the harangues of ), ] r”h:lm

disperse and snowballs, stones, and other ;- Cliley

1 "ﬂl’lrmd; Then a gun fired, and LERTRT Moy
in greater ed. Fleven men in the crowd v, hig y

: M'hn: m‘ “Lilled on the Spot.” iﬂfll.‘ldillg Crispyg “"!Iu.;nz
Despite confusion about who, it anyone, ¢, i %

women, who were often in charge of the ]
purchase of household items that 'I‘F:'::' I:w w ﬂfhﬂﬂr:; mxﬂﬂ:&“ﬁfm";‘j of
W expected to boycolt T ~ ordinary : Aedam

r.lﬂm hats. shoes, cloth, sugar, and 1€  other Sons of Liberty, “‘“"'sh horrified by the 1y, nl"
among them. “mlﬂ“#'ﬂ S ovents, rmsﬂlﬂdik incredible potential for 4 Britigy
m-wmﬂﬂﬂﬂ o F"’P'F"d" Adams organized a mass funeral 1, thoge
merchants and store owners in refusing to s British . Lilled, and thousands watched the caskets being Parades
pnﬁTnmlhmhhbuplﬂl_dM L

ers, and daughters produced homespu bits and dresis by the Sons of Liberty labeled the shooting a “masgqp, -
and brewed herbal teas to replace Britsh producth. G ed soldiers were tried in Boston for e

' the support of
mww#ﬂﬂm

* that British rule had become tyrannical and that syep,
. i tyranny must be oppused. See Document Project 5 The
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cloth By 1770 wearing homespun came to symbolize
women's commitment to the colonial ; hﬁrmﬂmﬁmlﬂmmﬂ protests across the colonies,
to drink tea yforwomen  connecting seaport cities with one another and with
to show their support of p mentary  like-minded colonists in the countryside. They also
raxation. :T 1770, l.ﬂ'l' J-f circulated an engraving by Bostonian Paul Revere that
Families, hich number the Ladies of the ik suggested the soldiers purposely shot at a peaceful crowd
m signed a petition in Boston, fto  Intheaftermath of the shootings, public pressure
*"*HIHI- - fromless  increased on Parliament to repeal the Townshend duties
Prosperenes amile gned theirown hoycot agecment. - Merchants in England and North America pleaded with
- Parliament to reconsider policies that had resulted in

 Import tax on tea. Parliament retained the tea tax 1o prov

-t poltcal authority to do so
oston.. oNtinuing Conflicts at Home
e As colonists in Bostan and other seaport cities rallied 1
» b * British taxation, other residents of the thirteen
10 the same years as the Stamp Act and Townshend A
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@& ;' the city. Newspaper editors and broadsige Pringeg

o e ﬁﬁ so-called Boston Massacre and the jury acquitied ey
~ eight of any crime, colonial leaders became more COnvingy

econonic losses on both sides of the Atlantic. In response
Parliament repealed all of the Townshend duties except te

John Dickinson | Letter from
in 1767 the British Parlament passed a seres of 1y,
mﬂdﬂlﬁﬂﬂ""whlliw The Tos
mm.lﬁm'mmmnwr.-,l“. .
m‘lfmﬂmmﬂ'ﬂ Townshond Act Pubieie
British taxation policies and called for peac ot

I hope to demonstrate before these letters ar

I
mncludtd, yel even in such a supposed case, thes

colonies uuﬂhl 1] rrglnl the act with abhorren.,
For who are a [ree people? Not those over wha
rnment is reasonably and equitably exergised
but those who live under a government,
constitutionally checked and controuled. that proper
provision is made against its being otherwise
exercised. The late act is founded on the destruction
of this constitutional security.

If the parliament have a right to lay a duty of four
shillings and eight pence on a hundred weight of
glass, or a ream of paper, they have a right to lay 4
duty of any other sum on either. They may raise the
duty, as the author before quoted savs has been done
in some countries, till it “exceeds seventeen or
eighteen times the value of the commaodity ™ In
short, if they have a right to levy a tax of one penny
upan us, they have a right to levy a million upon us

For where does their right stop? At any given
number of pence, shillings, or pounds? To attempt
to limit their right, after granting it to exist at all, is

R =

Interpret the Evidence

* |3 Dickinson's main criticism of the Townshend duties that they are an

economic burden, or is it broader than that?
* What is Dickinsan's definition of a just government?
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These duties, which will inevitably be levied upon

us, and which are now levying upon us, are expressly
laid lor the sole purpose of taking money. This is the
true detinition of taxes. They are therciore taxes
Fhis money is to be taken from us. We are therelore
taxed. Those who are taxed without their own
consent, given by themselves, or their
representatives, are slaves. We are taxed without
our own consent given by ourselves, or our
representatives. We are therefore 1 speak it with
grief—| speak it with indignation —we are slaves
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Put It in Context

What does Dickinson's complamt
about colonists being treated as
slaves suggest about the mits of
4 s political vision?

w

protests, tenants in New Jersey and the Hudson valley
continued their campaign for economic justice. o, too, did
Herman Husband and the Sandy Creek Association.
Governor Tryon of North Carolina had been among those

who claimed that Parliament had abused its power in taxing
own
he MMMImmmmdﬂﬂﬂ

the colonies, but he did not recognize such abuses in his
colony. Instead, he viewed the Regulators, formed during !

campalgn against the Townshend Act, as traitors. The
Regulators, however, insisted that they were simply trying to
protect farmers and laborers from deceitful speculators,
corrupt politicians, and greedy employers. A year after the
Boston Massacre, Governor Tryon sent troops to quell what
he viewed as open rebellion on the Carolina frontier. The
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From the augar Act in 1764 to the Continental Congress in
L7774, colonists reacted -|:|1'-||!:,|1. to parliamentary eflorts 1o
impose greater control over the colonies. Their protests
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tions, systems of communication, and ar guments to
buttress their position. Residents of seacoast cities like
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'l'“"-'ﬂl‘-'l‘u!u]Irnj.-,-:u. in large part because they ge nerally had
the most to lose if Britain implemented new economic,
military, and legislative policies

In frontier areas, such as the southern backcountry, the
Hudson valley, and northern New England, complaints
Against British tyranny vied with those against colonial land
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Born in 1737, Paine was ralsad ir

town Dy parents who owned a small grocery store and

mada whakebona corsets, The Paines manai jed 1o send
him to school for a few years before his father introduced
nim to the trade of corset-making. Over the next dozan
years, Faine also worked as a seaman. a preacher. a
teacher, and an excise (or tax) collector. He drank heavily
and beat both his wives. Yet despite his parsonal vicas
Faine tried to improve himsalf and the lot of other British
workers. He taught working-class children how to read
and write and attended lectures on science and politics in
London. As an excise collector in 1762, he wrote a pam
phlet that argued for better pay and working conditions
for tax collectors. He was fired from his job, but Franklin
convinced Paine to try his luck in Philadelphia.

Paine quickly gained in-depth political knowledge of
the conflicts between the colonies and Great Britain and
gained patrons among Philadelphia’s economic and polit-
ical elite. Whan armed conflict with British troops anupted
in April 1775, colonial debates over whether 10 declare
independence intensified. Pamphlets were a popular means
of influencing these debates, and Paine hoped lo wrile
one that would tip the balance in favor of indepandence
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Jeclared independends

Armed Conflict Erupts

As debates over independends
Liberty and other patriot group

ganda against the British but also ¢
weapons and organized and trained
Female patriots continued the boycot

began 10 manufacture bandages and baulles

The Battie of Lexington

E'H" Aprll 19, 1775, British soldiers fought local militias. kiling eght Lexinglon minutemen belore marching
16 Concord. Two visitors from Connecticut withessed the battie on the village green in Lexington
Amos Doclittle, a silversmith, and Ralph Earl, a portratist. From Eara’s skadches Doolitile engraved the
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supples. However. patriots I ﬁﬂﬁ’ﬂl
alerted. Borrowing guernila “ﬂ:ihu-
colonssts hid behind troes. walls
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and wounding J00 . w
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aorth of the city. Then in May, Ethan

Mountain Bovs from Vermont
Connechout and Massachuseits 1o capiure
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Narth America had begun. ened in

When the Second Continental Congress

Philadelphia on May 10. tm&mﬂﬂ”ﬂ'#’: |
dedegates like memw |

v ensure time for discussion and negotiation.
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independence was the only appropriate response .
attacks on colonial residents. Patrick Henry of Vieginia ‘
declared, “Gentlemen may cry 'peace, peace’ but there is no |
peace. The war is actually begun!™ .

Less than a month later, on June 16, British forces

under General Sir William Howe attacked patriol

tions on Breed's Hill and Bunker Hill, north of the city. The
Rritish won the day when ran out of ammunition.

But the redcoats—so called because of their bright red
uniforms —suffered more than 1,000 casualties, while only
half that number of patriots were killed or wounded. This
castly victory allowed the British to maintain control of
Boston for nine more months, but the heavy losses embold-

¢ dogens of letters to parr;,
“lﬂ““ﬁmru:]ﬁ delegates at the Contineyy,| Heal
’-ﬂd_'"' ‘L Jrmy’s urgent need for men, SUPDlie
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““?m" ing. visiting prostitutes, ang 1, | hy

militiamen from other locales. NG iy
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MI'-H'-‘-'“E'“‘“'“'F' " R Waghs
ad il officers dﬂrgluptdatwufﬂld military ur_”*.;m"'

Militiamen

it all

Concerned about British forces and th
l.al'l.u.'p.'l and New York, they sought 1
of Boston and 1o secure the colonies fr.
fores farther north. In November | .
under General Richard Montgomery cap
However, the difficult trek in cold weather &
patriol reinforcements led by General it
American troops failed to dislodge the iy
smallpox rn—aﬂrd many of the surviviors

Despite the disastrous outcome of the
anada. the Continental Army secured i
in the winter of 1775-1776. To improve W,

ition in eastern Massachusetts, General §
retrieved weapons captured at Fort Ticonder.
washington positioned the forty three cannons
|'.lﬂl'ihﬂ1l':r Hnghl:-.and .'-urpnw.j the British wit
pombardment that drove them from Boston Cuen
Howe was forced 1o retreat with his troops 1o Neva 5

Reasons for Caution and for Action

As the British retreated from Boston, the war had alread,
spread into Virginia. In the spring of 1775, local militias
had forced Lord Dunmaore, Virginia's roval governor, 1o
pake uqu on British !ihlp‘! in Morfolk harbor. Dunmaore
tﬂiﬂ“"ﬂfd white servants and black slaves to join himi
there, and thousands did so. When Dunmore led hus army
back into Virginia in November 1775, hundreds of black
men ﬁm!hl with Brinish troops at the Battle of Great
Bridge. Once he reclaimed the governor s mansion in
Williamsburg, Dunmore issued an official proclamation
that declared “all indent|urled Servants, Negroes or others
{(appertaining to Rebels)™ 1o be free if they were “able and
willing to bear Arms" for the British.

Dunmore’s Proclamation, which offered freedom to
slaves willing to fight for the crown, heightened concerns
among patriot leaders about the consequences of declaring
independence. Although they wanted liberty for them-
selves, most did not want to disrupt the plantation econ
omy or the existing social hierarchy. Could the colones
throw off the shackles of British tyranny without loosening
other bonds at the same time? Given these concerns, many
delegates at the Continental Congress, which included large
planters, successful merchants, and professional men,
hesitated to act.

Moreover, some still hoped for a negotiated settlement
But the king and Parliament refused to compromise in any
way with colonies that they considered 10 be in rebellion.
Instead, in December 1775, the king prohibited any negotia
tion or trade with the colonies, adding further weight to the
claims of radicals that independence was a necessity. The
January 1776 publication of Tom Paine's Comumon Sense.
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dence. | he congress also sent an agent to France to request
economic and military assistance for the patriol cause. And
in May. the congress advised colonies that had not yet dons
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Declaring Independence

laken together, the spread of armed conflict and the
rationale olfered in Common Sense convinced patriots that
the time 10 declare independence was at hand, In early June
1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia introduced a motion
to the Continental Congress, resolving that “these United
Colonies are, and of right ought to be, Free and Indepen
dent States.” A heated debate followed in which Lee and
john Adams argued passionately for independence
Fventually, even more cautious delegates, like Roben
Livingston of New York, were convinced. Livingston
concluded that “they should yield to the torrent if they
hoped to direct it.” He then joined Adams, Thomas
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Roger Sherman on a
committee 1o drafl a formal statement justifying
independence.

The thirty-three-year-old Jefferson took the lead in
preparing the declaration. Building on ideas expressed by
Paine, Adams, Lee, and George Mason, he drew on
language used in the dozens of local “declarations™ writlen
carlier by town meetings, county officials, and colonial
assemblies. The Virginia Declaration of Rights drafted by
Mason in May 1776, for example, claimed that “all men are
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:Er: approve c];? monarchy, that in a"lun1lz-ria;.-11||I"‘I'|Jfl;:t
Law 15 Kino. For as in abiulljlrt governments the
ﬂqhhﬁ.lﬂlﬂﬁﬂmmm’ Law oughi 1 pe
W"d Mm‘htmbenuuthcr But lest any i)
_mmdiniu.ki the crown, at the
conclusion of the ceremony, be demolished, ang
scattered among the people whose right it is.

government of our own is our natural right,
Jm.mmuﬂm on the "
precariousness of his human affairs, he will become
convinced, that it is infinitely wiser and safer, 1o
form a constitution of our own in a cool deliberate
manner, while we have it in our power, than to trug

such an interesting event to time and chance,
Source: Thomas Paine, Comman Sense. Addressed 10 the Inhatrans
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s.2 Charles Inglis | The T,

March 1776 nenca impartially Stated
Suppose we were to revolt from Great By, -
d ! rseives independ
own—what would be the consequence? | 4,0 ! b
B i S e liast 3t Lhié Do 1% fiwini ] it
the calamities, the complicated evils tha R Ao e
nd may be clearly foreseen—it is impossible 1)
man to foresee them all. . i Pt S
The Americans are properly Britons, They have o
LN MBI MAanners. habins ind wileas ol Brtn 1&; and

have been accustomed to a similar form of EOvernment. But Britons never could
of monarchy or republicanism. Some of their kine ns never could
efforts have been made toward democ racy. and &
over the constitution; the despotism of ane
monarchy is the form of government whicl

bear the extremes, cither

W have armed at 1'.'1.'-!11:t|~.r1;, but alwavys failed |"1-L'|-|-,1I-_-._1

they fl.!II.I.I]"g. failed. ¢ Ince, indeed republicanism |-r'-|'|lf-|.‘-hl-.1
person ensued; both were finally expelled. . . . Limited
. 115 most favorable 10 liberty, which is best scdanted o the senis
and temper of Britons; althnugh here and there among us a crackbrained zealot for ._l..-.r...}-n ¥ Of _,-,,:,l] :L
m'ﬂﬂﬂfﬁh'f may be sometimes found. Cracy it

m:mwmw.mm.m“,ﬂmlh Stated Phi —

L ]
interpret the Evidence Put It in Context
1MdﬁPﬂMMlnqihdeinwhmmwmm|pmmimm Why did the pamphlet emerge as a
government for the Americas? popular form of political discourse
* Why might Inglis have chosen 1o attack Paine's argumant in Common during the Revolutionary era?
Sense so vehemently? .

of America (London: H, D. Symonds. 1782), 11, 20

; placed on the divine law, the word of God: I

.5-._ Choosing Sides

Probably no more than half of American colonists actively
supported the patriots. Perhaps a fifth actively supported
the British, including many merchants and most officials
appointed by the king and Parliament. The rest tried to stay
feutral or were largely indifferent unless the war came to
their doorstep. Both patriots and loyalists included men
and women from all classes and races and from both rural
and urban areas.

e

supported them clearly demonstrated their commitment
to the patriot cause. In some colonies, patriots had
organized local committees, courts, and assemblies 1o
assume governance should British officials lose their
authority. White servants and enslaved blacks in Virginia
who fled to British ships or marched with Lord Dunmore
made their loyalties known as well. Some Indians, too,
declared their allegiance early in the conflict. In May
1775, Guy Johnson, the British superintendent for
Indian affairs for the northern colonies, left Albany, New
York, and sought refuge in Canada. He was accompanied

i
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the abuses suffered by the colonies the fact that the king
| Texcited domestic insurrections amongst us,” referring 0

ation, with only New York abstaining, Independen
publicly proclaimed on July 4 when the Declaration **
published as a broadside to be circulated throughout ¢
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M by 120 British loyalists and 90 Mohawk warriors. The
£quﬂ:rl‘ by uiting Supporters latter were led by the mission-educated chief of the
Oubiakss thet the Men who took up arms against the British before Mohawks, Joseph Fl_nm {Thljl'ﬁﬁdlntﬂl];l:::f x
publication of the Decis” was declared and the women who translated the Anglican prayer book into a

af Indarandance?
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=) Onct : noe wis dﬁlil’l‘d. l-hl‘"_" W fa
: Hmwmchﬂﬂ# sides. The s1ay,, . .:-f'h":'l't
Cy, Fﬂ"mlf military leaders and soldiers wy, s
lﬂlﬂl Great Britain I'quill'fd the support ¢ ".Ll.r
¥ of the civilian population as well. As b, i Be
P fed back and forth across New England, th .,
ﬁmucuhn""“’“s“"“‘* many civilians ., ,
the fighting were faced with difficult choices,
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' jonathan Trumbull, June 1775
-ﬂﬁ“ﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬁmn
el ground betwedn the opposing sidies. The (ollowing
a ‘..--*._.-.f-. ¥ ﬂ_ﬁmmh

¥
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: BrorHERs: For these reasons possess your mingds
3 hm.-ﬂuhnnumbﬂpﬂmwclndi-m
~refuse joining in the contest. We are for peace.

~ BrotuEers: Was it an alien, a foreign nation, who
~ had struck you, we should look into the matter. We
~ hope, through the wise government and good

: of God, your distresses may soon be
~removed and the dark clouds be dispersed.
BroThErs: As we have declared for peace, we desire
youil
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‘not apply to our Indian brethren in New
 England for their assistance. Let us Indians be all of

| live with one another; and you white
 anicestors, the ke case dps R Source: Wil Leets Stcne, Life of Joseph Brant — Thayendanegss
by o Ik A R Bt Ander 1838), 1:82-83.
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Many colonists who remained loval 4, 4y,
safe haven in cities like New York, Newpor 4,0
1om, which remained under British conteo) gy,
much of the war. Loyalist men were welcomed 45 red
forcements to the British army. 5till, thavie wkug
oyalist ,fmpmhiﬁ clear risked a good deyt 1 ——

were forced out of cities or towns they b, ...
rarily occupied. many loyalists faced har, reprinaly
patriots had no qualms about invading the by,

ists, Puniﬂli-l'll women and children, and deqsr, il
or confiscating property. Grace Galloway was denounce.
h,r former friends and evicted from her '|-"|".|h-.‘.-=-1;1l1| 2 B
‘ﬂﬂhrluﬂllﬂ hushand, ]mph fled to New York Cit
in 1777,

],{.,ﬂ"' kl'ri“-“-l were members of the econd WM and
political elite, but others came from ordinary background,
Tenants, small farmers, and slaves joined the . ralisd ¢ apse
in defiance of their landlords, their owners, and wealihy
planters. The Hudson valley was home 1o many poores
loyalists, whose sympathy for the British was heightened
by the patriot commitments of their wealthy landlords
When the fighting moved south, many former Regulators
{see chapter 5) also supported the British as & result of
their hostility to patriot leaders among North Caroling s
eastern elite.

Perhaps most importantly. the majority of Indian
nations ultimately sided with the British. The Mohawk,
Seneca, and Cayuga nations in the North and the Cherokee
and Creek nations in the South were among Great Britain «
leading allies. Although British efforts to limit colonial
migration, such as the Proclamation Line of 1763, had
failed. most Indian nations still believed that a British
victory offered the only hope of ending further encroach-
ments on their territory.

Choosing Neutrality

Early in the war, many Indian nations proclaimed their
neutrality. The Delaware and Shawnee nations, caught
between British and American forces in the Ohio River
valley, were especially eager to stay out of the fighting.
The Shawnee chief Cornstalk worked tirelessly to main-
tain his nation’s neutrality, but American soldiers killed

~ him under a flag of truce in 1777, Eventually the Shaw-

nees, like the Delawares, chose to ally with the British side
after patriot forces refused to accept their claims of
neutrality.

Colonists who sought to remain neutral during the war
also faced hostility and danger. Some 80,000 Quakers,

‘Mennonites, Amish, Shakers, and Moravians considered

war immaoral and embraced neutrality. These men refused

" 1o bear arms, hire substitutes, or pay taxes to new state
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disciplined members whao olfered aid 1o either side
disowning more than 1,700 members during the
Revolution. Betwy Ross Wik among those disciplined

when her husband joined the patriot forces and she
sewed flags for the Continental Army

Committing to Independence

Affter July 4, 1776, the decision 1o wpport independence
ook on new meaning, 1f the United States failed 10 win the
war. all those who actively supporied the cause could be
considered traitors. The families of Continental soldiers
faced especially difficult decisions as the conflict tpfud
across the colomies and soldiers moved farther and farther
from home. Men 1o old or too young to fight proved their
patriotism by gathering arms and ammuniton and
patrolling local communities
Meanwhile some female patriots accompanied their
husbands or flancés as camp followers, providing food,
laundry, sewing, and other material resources 10 needy
soldiers. Most patriot women remained at home,
however, and demonstrated their commitment o
independence by raising funds, gathering information,
and sending clothes, bedding, and other goods o
soldiers at the front. The Continental Army was desper-
ately short of supplies from the beginning of the war,
Northern women were urged to increase cloth produc-
tion, while farm women in the South were asked to plant
crops 1o feed the soldiers. The response was overwhelm-
ing. Women in Hartford, Connecticut, produced 1,000
coats and vests and 1,600 shirts in 1776 alone. Mary
Fraier of Chester County, Pennsylvania, was one of
many women who collected clothing door-to-door and
then washed and mended it before delivering it to troops
stationed nearby. Other women opened their homes to
soldiers wounded in battle or (Il with fevers, dysentery,
~ and other discases.
- Some African American women also became ardent
i ”mmumdluﬂmhn-mm
her to rﬂuﬂﬂﬁﬂ,pﬂﬂ“lnﬂmﬂlpﬂﬂllﬂ
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British in hopes of gaining ther , most

{ree to choose sides.
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Fighting for
Indepenaence

After July 4, 1776, batles between British and colonial
troops intensified, and the patriots suffered a series of
military defeats that must have made some wonder about
the wisdom of undertaking a revolution. It was more than
five months after independence was declared before
patriots celebrated a military victory against the British. In
1777, however, the tide turned for the Continental Army.
although British forces remained formidable. A year later, it
was clear that victory would not be easily won and that each
side needed support from women on the home front as well
as men on the battlefront.

British Troops Gain Early Victories
In the summer of 1776, when General W

hdhhlmrmﬂhummmﬁmmh
route to New York City, nuny soldiers desered g
returned home. They believed that New York men should
Washington, aoy were odies bcren et
m“m"ﬂ'm-“.ﬂrw
services (o ordinary soldiers. Ultimately,
uﬁﬂhﬂnfm.ﬁ]m““
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trained and some o
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med and | - o

cl:IT:'I:;:ﬂE“ e TVICE by local »I.'-nmmlill.tc:. of saf, . "'-'rr?
[he ragtag Continental force faced a form, v
witha pﬂh"ﬂ'ﬂll pavy and a far |ﬂrg|f_-r and bety,, -rl: foe
SrmY. Throughout the summer, F-_ntnh ships ¢, : :"l'd
jew York harbor of anchored off the coast of |, -
(eneral Howe, hoping to uwrwh.ﬂm the colar mi..,.j.,] -~
10,000 troops to march into .I:he city in the weel ,,.hjrd‘f
ately after the Declaration of Independence v, :mmm'
the Continental Congress rejected Howe's offe; 4 1 :.;f_
and a royal pardon. e

S0 Howe prepared 10 take control of New Y.y
force and then march up the Hudson valley, isq|, I"R-'lrh.,
York and New England from the rest of the rebel)q,
colonies. Fle 3% aided by some 8,000 Hessian m T
(German

soldiers being paid to fight for the Britj),) o
paval reinforcements under

New

the command ol Ad Imiral

Richard Howe. On August 27, 1776, British forces ¢, shed
with a far smaller contingent of Continentals on | 0ng lifang
More than 1,500 patriots were killed or wounded in the g -
fighting, diminishing the army’s strength even further, -
By November, the British had captured Fort 1eg i New
Jersey and attacked the Continental Army at Fort Wagh ingin
north of New York City. The large community of loyalis i,
the Wew YorkTNew Il"f&l‘.?' H‘Ejlilﬂ served as ready h vils fog
General Howe and his officers, and ordinary redcoats supyiyg
by looting the stores, farms, and homes of patriots, Meanwhi
Washington led his weary troops and camp followers intg
Pennsylvania, while the Contii wental Congress, fearing a
British attack on Philadelphia, fled to Baltimore
Although General Howe might have ended the patri
threat right then by a more aggressive campaign, he was
interested primarily in wearing down the Continental Army
that the colonies would plead for peace. Neither he nor
Washington engaged in full-scale frontal assaults. Washingioe
did not have the troops or arms to do so, but he also hoped the
the British would accept American independence once they
saw the enormous effort it would take to defeat the colome

~ Patriots Prevail in New Jersey

The Continental Army had not gained a single military
victory between July 1776, when the colonies declared
Mpuﬁm, and December, Fﬂmlnnlel}r for Washingtof.
Howe followed the European tradition of waiting oul the
winter months and returning to combat after the spring thae
THI' | lactic gave the patriots the opportunity to regroup repd!
and wagons, and recruit soldiers. Yet Washing'”"
;“w*“hﬂ' the cold and discomfort of the W'
troops discouraged by repeated defeats and retredt®
ered ﬁ:’d in eastern Penasylyania, Washington 4%
General Howe had sent Hessian troops 10 07"

't
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The British Burn New York City, 1776
This print by FramnGois X oy Haberman shows several buikiings along a New York City strest set ablaze
twy the British troops of General Wikiam Howe on Seplember 19 1776, It also depicts citizens beng

by redcoats while African slaves engage in looting. The Brtish promised siaves their freedom if

fhey l}ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂ-ﬂ‘d ihe patriots, Libeary of Congriss

begalen

the city of Trenton, New Jersey, just across the Delaware
River. On Christmas Eve, Washington crossed the river with
same 2,500 soldiers and attacked Trenton. The Conftinentals
quickly routed the surprised Hessians. Then they marched on
Princeton, where they battled three regiments of regular
British troops, defeating them on January 3, 1777, The Eritish
army retreated from New Jersey, seithing back into New York
City, and the Continental Congress returned to Philadelphia
By January 1777, 1l seemed clear to both sides that the conflict
would indeed be harder, more costly, and more deadly than

anyone had imagined in the spring of 1775,

A Critical Year of Warfare

The British and Continental armies emerged from their
winter camps in the spring of 1777. The British forces,
including regular army units, American loyalists, Indian
allies, Hessians, and naval men-of-war, were concentrated
largely in New York City and Canada. The Continental
forces, numbering fewer than 5,000 men, were entrenched
near Morristown, New Jersey, far from the patriot centers ol
New England and from the coastal areas controlled by the
British army and navy. Although the Continental Congress
had returned to Philadelphia, it feared that the British would
seek to capture the city and split the United States in two.

S st O L 1?‘

General Howe also believed that the key to viclory was
capturing Philadelphia, and he hoped that success there
might lead the patriots to surrender Washington's force
was 1oo small to defeat Howe's army, but it delayed his
advance on the capital city by attacks along the way En
route. Howe learned that he was still expected to reinforce
General John Burgoyne’s soldiers, who were advancing
south from Canada. Too late to redirect his ethorts, Howe
continued to Philadelphia and captured it in September

1777. Meanwhile Burgoyne and his 7,200 troops had

regained control of Fort Ticonderoga on July 7. He contin
ued south along the Hudson valley, bt by late July his
forces stalled as they waited for supplies from ( anada and
reinforcements from Howe and General Barry St Leger

In July, St. Leger had marched east through New York
State while Joseph Brant and his sister Molly Brani, a
powerful Indian leader in her own right, gathered a force of
Mohawk. Seneca, and Cayuga warriors to support the
British forces. But on August 6, they suffered a stunning
defeat. At Oriskany, New York, a band of German Ameri-
can farmers led by General Nicholas Herkimer held ofl the

British advance, allowing General arnold to reach nearby
Fort Stanwix with reinforcements On August 23, the
British and Indian troops were forced o retreat to Canada

{Map 6.1).



General Howe's reinforcements never mater g0
ll‘Hj HU'E’“T"E o [“L'd F | hllll]l irr|t|,1||?-||| Frnerii AT
militiamen. Vermont's Green Mountain Boys (e ae
mldiﬂ"*”"dﬂ the command of Generals Horan, Ciate ;
penedic! Arnold, and their Oneida allies aleo pored 10,
the region. In September, patriots defeated the Brisil, &
greeman’s Farm, with the British suffering tvwice i,
Cﬂ“dli‘h of the Continentals |'I'H|I1||1H intensified in earls
October, when Burgoyne lost a second battle at Free Man's
parm. Ten days later, he surrendered his remaining army of
5800 men to General Gates at nearby Saratoga, New Vorl

The Continental Army's victory in the Battle of
Saratoga stun ned the British and strengthened the Patriofs
It undercut the significance of Howe's victory at Philade

ja and indicated the general's misunderstanding of the
character of the patriot cause and the nature of the war he
was fighting. The patriot victory gave hope 1o General
Washington as his troaps dug in at Valley Forge lor anothes
long winter and to members of the Continental Congress
who had temporarily retreated to York, Pennsylvania, It
also gave Benjamin Franklin greater leverage 1o convince
French officials to support the American cause

Patriots Gain Critical

Assistance

Despite significant victories in the fall
of 1777, the following winter proved

Fupiiting for |nhapardencn 173

Patriots on the home front were also il!.lﬂ;llrl.l by
problems in 1777=1778 | amilies living in batthelield arcas
were especially vulnierable to the ".“”'”F fovrtumes ol war
When Britiak troops captured Philadelphia in the fall of
1777, a British officer commandeered the house of Elizabeth
Drinker, a well to-do Quaker matron. An angry Drinker
reported that the officer moved in with °3 Horses 2 Cows
2 Sheep and 3 Turkeys” along with *3 Servants 2 White Men
J”‘I' e L"l-i':r!,fll By, -"-1!.".!““!”’:' wirtien whio h\. e tar hrom
the conflict were forced 1o fend Tor themselves as soddiers
maoved wherever the Continental Army took them. The
wivies ol P'u|||n al leaders also faced ‘-I'IIIH vears alone while
their husbands remained at their posts. To hasten the end,
many women formed voluntary associations, like the Ladies
Association of Philadelphia, to provide critical resources for
the army and thus aid the patriot cause. Soe Doowusent
Project 6 Women in the Revalulion, page 188

While most women worked tirelessly on the home
frant, some cast their fate with the army. Camp followers
continued 1o provide critical services to the military,
including cooking, washing, sewing, and nursing. They
sutfered along with the troops in the face of scarce supplies
and harsh weather and depended like the soldiers on food,
clothing, and bedding supplied by lemale volunteers in
Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, and other cities

especially difficult for Continental
forces. The quarters at Valley Forge r - E M §
were again marked by bitter cold, poor £
food, inadequate clothing, and scarce
supplies. Discipline deteriorated, and VARIOUS SUNJECTS,
many recent recruils were poorly
trained. Critical assistance arrived RELIGIOUS son MOR AL
through the voluntary efforts of Baron
Friedrich von Steuben, a Prussian e R
ﬁﬂﬂﬂmm:ﬁ;ﬂim PUHILLIY WHRATELY,
ook charge ng rs.
Other officers experienced in European Maers feavans oo b fons Wasanisr,
warfare also joined the patriot cause ¥ "'":‘:'E oo -
during the winter of 1777-1778; the ’
Marguis de Lafayette of France, Johann
Baron de Kalb of Bavaria, and Thad- 4 m-'-_ :mu u‘__‘
deus Kosciusko and Casimir Count . o M 5 014 5. W, B4 TR
: Pulaski, both of Poland. The Continen- W ——
T »a
L, — tal Army continued to be plagued by M
LR = Ny L o —r e .
o g mﬁﬁ. e War in the North, problems of recruitment, discipline, o R
- AR I D mwnpplhﬂutﬂummﬂbu- Phillis Whoatley
' ' of Steuben, Lafayette, and other ol Phillis Whaatiey appoars on (e title page of her book of posms. printed i
s dong e . e
ip of Washington and his writer, nol o solder mwﬁumw-“ﬂ -
officers, sustained the military efforl.  Morgan LibsaryiAd flascurce,
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Somme patriol women took Up arms H""W

few, such as Margaret Coarban, W*‘H'I

4o the front lines and were thrust into battle When her

hushand was killed unhﬂ#llﬂtwm-m

ber 1776, Corbin took his place loading and firing cannoes

untid the for fell 1o the Bntish hmiﬂﬂ

of women, like Deborah Sampson, disguised themachves &

men and enlited as solders.

Surviving on the Home Front
Whether black or white, enslaved or free. women and
children taced hardshsp. uncertaimty, lonelness, and fear as
a result of the war Fven those who dad not directly engage
enemy troops took on enormous burdens duning the
conflict. Farm wives had to take on the tasks of plowing or
planting in addition to their normal domestic duties. In
cities. women worked ceaselessly 1o find uaficient food,
wood. candles. and cloth to mamtain themselves and their
children. One desperate wife, Mary Donnelly, wrote, 1
el alewid b0 open iy Byes e the Dupght B Ll
my infant <1y for Bread and not have it in
relieve him Bk . it
As the war spread. women watched as Continental and

Britash forces slaughtered cattle and hogs for food, stole com

and other crops or burned them 10 keep the
Muwhhnudhu-u*:::::‘
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mﬂmw:,r:“'ﬁ
Mhmm_h_

with merchants who hoarded goods 10 survive Faceq

Governing in |
Revolutionary Times

Amid the constant upheavals of war. patriot lcadery
established governments to replace those abolished bn

dﬂ,"hf“ Wﬂt Al the national level ot Hringhg
s rmgn! from coordinating and Tulhjml.'; military

operabons 1o developing diplomatic relations wth foregs
countries and Indian natwons At the state level Ontg
tions had 10 be drafted and approved. laws entorced, ang
military needs assessed and met. Whether state or natgy
new governments had 10 assure their tollowers that the,
were not umply replacing old forms of oppression with
new ones. Yet few states moved to chiminate the most
oppressive institution in the nation._ slaver

Colonies Become States

For most of the war, the Continental ¢ ongress acted m be ;

of 4 national government while the delegates worked 1o
devise more permanent structure. But the congress had
ﬁm of its own and drpﬂided mainiv on st
for funds and manpower. Delegates did draft the Artide
of Confederation in 1777 and submutted them to the staie
for approval. Eight of the thirteen states ratified the plan
for a national government by mid-1778. But nearly three
more years passed before the last state, Maryland,
mﬁ' Articles. The lack of a central government
State governments a critical role
| Even h:':"' B
' the Continental Congress
 Amenican independence, some colonies had forced royd

of war, they were ofien completed in baste
. P
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[hese constitubions reflected the |
wer that emerged from the struggle agains
i

any. In Pennsylvania, radical patrions |

[yTa 3
F1J1|1f*lﬂ'-"']"|‘1':"‘| ane of the most demi onstite

Tom
rons, enhancing the power of voters and legislators and

limiting the power of the executive branch. The consy
sion sstablished only one legislative house, elected by
Imrular vote, and the governor was replaced by an execy
tive '.-““"..:d Those elected 1o the i-l.'!.,'lﬁl.l.hnu, could not serve
for more than four in any seven years 1o discourage the
jormation of a political aristocracy in the state. Although
F';nlll-"-'l"- ania’s constitution was among the most radical. all
<tates limited centralized power in some way
Finally, most states, hil-lhjl:llp. on the model ilfered b

Virginia, included in their constitutions a bill of nghts thay
ensured citizens freedom of the press, freedom of elections,
speedy trials by one's peers, humane punishments, and the
ng.hl o form militias. Some stale constitutions expanded
these rights 10 include freedom of speech and assembly, the
right 1o petition and to bear arms, and equal protection ol
the laws. The New Jersey constitution, writlen in 1776,
enfranchised all free inhabitants who met the property
qualifications, thereby allowing some single or widowed
women and free blacks to vote in local and state elections,
This surprising decision was apparently made with litthe

debate or dissent.

Patriots Divide over Slavery

Although state constitutions were revolutionary in many
respects, few of them addressed the issue of slavery. Only
Vermont abolished slavery in its 1777 constitution,
Legislators in Pennsylvania approved a gradual abolition
law by which slaves born after 1780 could claim their
freedom at age twenty-eight. In Massachusetts, two slaves
sued for their freedom in county courts in 1780- 1781,
Quack Walker, who had been promised his freedom by
former master, sued his current master to gain manumis-
sion (release from slavery). About the same time, an
enslaved woman, Mumbet, who was the widow of a
Revolutionary soldier, initiated a similar case. Mumbet
won her case and changed her name to Elizabeth Free-
man. When Walker's owner appealed the local court's
decision to free his slave, the Massachusetts Supreme
Court cited the Mumbet case and ruled that slavery
conflicted with the state constitution, which declared “all
Men ... free and equal.” Walker, too, was freed.
In southern states, however, slaves had littie recourse
0 the law. No state south of Pennsylvania abolished the
institution of slavery. And southerners held about 400,000
Of the nation's 450,000 slaves. In states such as Virginia, the
Carolinas, and Georgia, life for enslaved women and men

Elizabeth “Mumbet” Freeman

This wabsrcolor portrait of Elizabsth “WMumbet™ Frasman was
paied of VOFy By Susan Anng FHidiey Seagwick in 1811 when
Freeman was sixty-nine. The first slave 1o be freed in Massachy
safts aa @ result of 8 court case, she later worked as a domestic
servant for her attomey, Theodore Sedgwick, Susan Ridiey Sedg-

wick's tathes-in-law, © Masaachsseits Mstoncal Socety, Boston The

Bheuchurnan Ark Libeary

grew increasingly harsh during the war. Because British
forces promised freedom to blacks who fought with them,
slave owners and patriot armies in the South did evervthing
possible to ensure that African Americans did not malke it
behind British lines. The thousands who did manage to tlee
1o British-controlled areas were often left 1o delend
themselves when the redcoats retreated. There were
exceptions. Lord Dunmore took a few thousand blacks with
him when he fled Virginia in 1776, and British forces under
General Sir Henry Clinton carried some 20,000 Afrcan
Americans aboard ships retreating from Charleston and
Savannah in 1781.

Despite the uncertain prospects for African Amenicans,
the American Revalution dealt a blow to the institution of
slavery. For many blacks, Revolutionary ideals required the
end of slavery. Northern free black communities grew
rapidly during and after the war, especially in seaport Cities
like New York, Philadelphia, and Boston where labor was in
high demand. In the South, too, dﬂumdlufﬁmpmd
freedom during the war, either by joining the Britich or by
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burdensome gven wartime inflaton, and even e
patriatic began 1o protest further efforts 10 squeey, 1
- uﬂﬁnfhuhtﬁm‘ulmtmufuuhmh

wllh land dll{'l.llﬁ seithed, -"|-1-H'|:J|u1 ratified the
Articles of Conlederation in March 1781, and 4 new

H.I-Hllﬂl liﬂ'ﬂﬂl'ﬂ'ml was linally formed. But thye NETEw s
‘mrll'ltﬂ' that western lands would be “disposed of for the

ind Cahobia on the Mis maippt iver. Then Clark marched
Bis troweps through the batter February cold and launched a
Wurprise afta bk on Botwh forces at Vincennes. Although
Detront remained in Britioh hands Spanish troops defeated
Britssh allied Indian forces that anacked S Lowis Enang

e
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bounty and then faled to report for duty. Local

conllicts with Indians. the patrots greater control in the O fey (M .
.M | cater vonirod in the (o valley { Map 6.2)
Hhmu“ men into the army H mm In the summer of 1779, General John Sullivan led 4000
substitutes for draftees “hh M:HII 'IHII“ & RELATE patral froogs on & campaign o wipe oul Mohawk, Seneca
enslaved men to take their place others hired landless | | e I T . : .,
g What vuga. and Onondaga villages i central amd western New
hﬁnmhhﬂﬁmlﬂ.uﬁr-ﬂ.r;:m“"" Indian Affairs and Land Claims | nat vatues LA mmﬁm-:m-rqn York, Hs sucomdad Muing son lsete by Bl
Mﬂ:varnd-uﬁlﬂlll e d mmbmh"’*mfh‘m#mﬂu porK during the ll:lh'-ﬂlﬂuhfmi Iroquots albies and disrupting the supplies being semt by
Conunental forces were stretched thin, ﬂ“ | wd*m.ﬂhﬂjmﬁmm id I""l W'II sonary War? jouned The patrot sede? British forces a1 Fort Niagara. Patroot attacks in Ohio also

Indian nations. The two issues were intertwined, and begy
- were difficult to resolve. Most Indian nations had kong.
. standing complaints against colonists who intruded o g
lands, and many patriot leaders made it lear thyy
dence would mean further expansion into western land,
[n the late 17705, British forces and their Indian i,
fought bitter batthes against patriot malitias and
forces all along the frontier. Each side destroyed propem

shortages of food and ammunition, Soldiers also risked

capture by the British. one of the worst fates to befall a

Continental Most patriot prisoners were held in jails in
New York City or on ships in the harbor under abusive,
unsanitary conditions. Colone! Ethan Allen, a captive for
two and a half years, described the filthy accommodations,
nadequate water, and hornd stench of the British prisons

and noted the “hellish delight and triumph of the fories ... .
exulting over the dead bodies of their murdered . ruined crops, and killed crvilians. In the summer and i3 4
men.” A few brave women like Elizabeth Burgin i 1 1778, Indian and American civiians suffered through s
l

continued. In one of the worst atrocities fomenied by
patrots, Pennsylvama miliamen massad red maore than one
hundred Delaware men, women, and children near
present - day Canton, Ohio, even though the Delawares had
converted to Christianity and declared their neutrality
Battles between Indian nations and Amenican setthers
did not end with the American Revolution. For the
moment, however, patriol malitia units and Continental
forces supported by French and Spanish allies had defeated
British and Indian efforts to control the Mississipp and

.mem

Winning the War

and the Peace

From 1778 to 1781, the battlefront in the Revolution moved
south and west. As conflicts with Britain and its Indian

; ies intensified along the western frontier, British troops Ohio River valleys.

food and other supplies to patriot prisoners of war, Ao series of brutal attacks in Wyoming, Pennsylvania, One ::hmﬂ by M’ﬁﬂns.‘i.meriun fugitives fought patriots in

gether, hetween 8,000 and 11,500 patriots died in Britsh ~~~ quaga. New York (Brant's home community . and Cherry the Carolinas and Georgia. In the final years of the war, the

prisons in New York—more than died in batle. ™~ Valley, New York. Patriots and Indians also battled along sots’ ability to achieve victory rested on a combinat War Rages in the South
The Continental Congress could dolitthe oad =~ patriols

the Virginia frontier after pioneer and militia leader Dane of superb strategy. alliances with France and Spain. and the Meanwhile British troops sought 1o regain control of

sssault American settlers flooding into the Ohio River
valley. British forces from Fort Detroit also moved deeper
into this region, establishing a post at Vincennes on the
Wabash River.

The response 1o these British forays was effective. if not
well coordinated. In 1778 a young patriot surveyor, GeOTEe
Rogers Clark of Virginia, organized a patriot expedition 10

- Sounter Indian raids in the west and to reinforce

and French allies in the upper Mississippi valley. He fough!
wnmimmnw

pr “"""M““hmm& ! lﬂl“lh‘lﬂﬂthl?ﬂ_ continued material support of affluent men and women. southern states from Georgia to Virginia. British troops
Hmmm“m_ meri ‘ e hhhﬁ.mmmwmmw However, even afler Britain's surrender in October 1781, captured Savannah, Georgia, in 1778 and soon extended
citizens, the congress had 10 find other ways i ;..,...j villages in the Appalachian Mountains in retaliation for the the war dragged on while peace terms were negotiated. The their control over the entire state. When General Chinton
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forces still 14.1.",1 liscal sUpport in Lhis

south, he kunkered down in Yorkiown o
the Virginia coast and waited for Clinton
1o send reinforcements from New York
wWashinglon now cordinated
Aralegy with his French allies. Comite e
Rochambeau marched has 5,000 troops
south from Rhode Island 1o Virginia as
General Lafayette led his troops south
along Virginia's eastern shore. Al the
same time, French naval ships headed
porth from the West Indves. One unie cut
aff a British Neet 1rying to resupply
Cornwallis by sea. Another joined up with
American privateers o bombard Corn
wallis's forces. By mad-October, British
supplies had run out, and it was clear that
Clinton was not going to send reinforce
ments, On October 19, 1781, the British
army admitted defeat
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Carnrwalles won a sashing Victory agamst the combaed
patrecd borces ot Camden, South Carahing. S0 after pews
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that Peoedict Arﬂ_m-“-hu
dedes tead 10 the British hﬂ.hHh“
nirmatnon o the Bestish fof some time.
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An Uncertain Peace

The Continental Army had managed the impossible. 1y had
defeated the British army and won the colomies’ indepen
dence, Yet even with the surrender at Yorktown, the war
continued in fits and starts. Peace negotiations in Fans
dragged on as French, Spanish. British, and American
representatives sought to settle a host of issues. Meanwhile
British forces challenged Continental troops in and around
New York City even as American recruiters found i nearly
impossible 1o find new enlistments
Some Continental soldiers continued 1o ﬁﬂ:hl. bt others
Iocused on the long festering issue of overdue wages. When
the congress decided in June 1783 to discharge the remaining
troops without providing back pay, a near mutiny erupted in
Pennsylvania Nearly 300 soldiers marched on the congress
in I‘hllﬂthu. Washington sent troops, ind luding Deborah
Sampson/ Robert Shunlift, 1o put down the mutiny, and
was avouded when the Pennsylvania sokdiers
Agreed to acoept half pay and certificates for the remannder
te this compromise, the issue of back pay woukd
“entinue to plague the nation over the next decade

In October | 780, when Continental hopes looked epes
“imlﬂ B0 frontwer sharpshooters routed Mawr |
Patrick Ferguson's lovalist troops at King's Mountan®
South Caroling, The victory Lrpl Cornwallis from ades |
ing into North Carolina and gave the Continentals a 36
W Fegroup
Shartly after the battle at King's Mountan, W ashesy
hwmm{;rﬂMul Rhisde I'I-ll'd"' d
replace Gates as head of southern operations Taking &
h_'” h‘“hﬁﬂm Daniel Morgan and s
Greene divided his limited force into L'““"#
units. Marion and Morgan each led 300 Continentd
"'""-'"I 010 the South Caroling backcountry. Pkt
ol dhﬂ“ﬂlﬂ‘nd{mglh way .-\tﬂll""”
s Pens, Morgan drew Tarleton's much U’F'h:
Sircle of sharpstiooiers backed by Continenti
H?-“Tlﬂﬂunﬂlrmi. 100 of ™
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Meanwhile patriot representatives in Pans— Benpamin
Franklin, John Adams, and lohn Jay

negotiate peace lerms I-'-nu'q..'; antiwar sentiment on the

comtimoed to

British home front, especially alter the surrender al
Yorktown, torced the government s hand. But the Comte
de Vergennes, the French loreign minister, opposed the
Americans’ republican principles and refused to consider
the American delegates as his political equals. Given the
importance of the French to the American victory. the
congress had instructed s delegates 1o defer 1o French
wishes This Mocked the Amenican representatives from
signing a separate peace with the Britesh
Eventually, however, US. delegates finalired a treaty
that secured substantial benefits for the young nation. The
United States gained control of all lands wouth of Canada
and north of Louistana and Flonda stretching o the
Mississippi River In addition, the treaty recognired the
United States 1o be “free Sovereign and independent states
Spain signed a separate treaty with Great Britain in which i
regained control of Florida. Despite their role in the wal
none of the Indian nations that oo upied the lands under

negoliaion were wopsulted
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well rewarded for their efforts. | Thomas Hutchinson, the British official who had gany
- ot . fame during the Stamp Act upbeavals in Boston, chagg,

that patriot leaders had “sought independence from
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Americans had managed 1o defest ost powerfil  advantage to those political leaders urging independence
mihitary forces in the workd. That victory resulted from the The victory over Great Britain won that independes
convergenee of many circamstances. Cerl _Pp cans but left the United States confronting difficult probles
benefited from fighting on their own soll. Their knowledge ~ Most soldiers simply wanted 10 return home and reessh
of the land and its resources as well as carlier experiences.  lish their former lives. But the government's inabiity v pe
fighting against Indsans and [; - back wages and the huge debt the nation owed 1o privae
them for battles against the Rrtish. ~ citizens and state and foreign governments hinted o
l-:.:—-nlli wops and officers difficult economic times ahead.
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best means to unify and stabilise the United States in
decade following the Revolution However, some bey

in 1791 he moved 10 France, where he wrode
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