This is someones response to the post for question numbered discussion week 7. This is an example of how to respond to the questions that are being asked in each of the ones I sent you. There should be 3 different responses. 

A structural force that impacted African Americans was education. According to Neckerman, segregated schools made it hard for black children to have a good education. The teachers were often under qualified, and if a black middle class family found a way to send their child to a white school, the child would be subjected to racist insults. Neckerman mentions that European immigrant families got more aid from schools than black families did, even if they had the same type of financial problem. Also, both the south and the north had segregated schooling. In the long-term, the segregated schools led to mistrust from African Americans. Now, teachers in inner-city neighborhoods struggle for cooperation. The value of education in black communities is not as strong as it would have been without this racism. Low levels of education lead to low wage jobs. After all, knowledge of math and english are very important in the workforce, and unfortunately, the education system causes poor black children to lag behind. Combine low-wage jobs with the employer bias against black males and it's practically a recipe for joblessness. Therefore, the structure of education leads to bad jobs and poverty. 

A cultural force that contributed to the cycle of poverty is the "cool-pose" culture. Patterson conducted a survey in her old school and discovered, to her dismay, that black women were much more likely to graduate than black men. The reason black boys would drop out of high school without finishing their education was because of "cool-pose" culture. Hip-hop, gangsta rap, bad fathering, drugs, and dressing in snazzy outfits was part of this culture, and it was too alluring to resist. Some black boys even felt pride when they impregnated their girlfriends, because they thought it made them 'men'.

"It's possible that this pattern continues because of employment failures or disillusionment with public schools" (William Julius Wilson, "More Than Race", pg. 81). Dropping out of high-school is self-sabotage, especially if the boys knew what they were doing. It's much harder for high-school dropouts to find basic jobs, let alone provide for a family. Therefore, "cool pose" culture adds to the cycle of poverty. If black boys in inner-city neighborhoods had ways to prove themselves, and constructive ways of "feeling like men", then maybe cool pose culture would not exist. Cool pose culture is not a bad thing all by itself, and could even be called 'black pride'. Still, when combined with a lack of proper education, and reckless abandonment, it is never a good thing. 
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