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Societal Cohesiveness
John Winthrop, in his work A Model of Christian Charity, aims at telling the people of the importance of unity and love for each other. Often, people forget the role integration plays in ensuring harmony within a society. The text sought to explain the necessity of different social classes among the European society. Winthrop argues that God had a purpose in ensuring that some people were rich while others were poor. The text is one that seeks to get people to trust the authority and ensure peaceful coexistence of peasants and rich people in the society.
Cultural values and beliefs
In trying to explain the different social classes, Winthrop states that, “in all times some must be rich, some poor, some high and eminent in power and dignity; others mean and in subjection” (Winthrop, 166). The statement is a clear indication of the existence of class in the author’s society. The culture in the society accepted the fact that some people were rich while some were poor. Further, the author also uses the Bible in his text. The same is an indicator that the members of the society to which the writer addresses were Christians. 
Encouraged and discouraged behavior
Winthrop notes that his audience, “must entertain each other in brotherly affection” (176). The author encourages unity among his audience. He describes different people as diverse from one system with each having a unique role to play. He urges that acting in agreement would yield better results than if everyone worked to benefit their interests. He urges the audience not to deal falsely with their God since the consequences of doing so would be curses on them for their malicious actions. 
Work’s message about the society
The work is keen to show that the community believes in the existence of a supreme being who helps the people achieve their objectives. The author notes that acting falsely may make their god “withdraw his present help,” an indicator that they believe their success is subject to his help (177). The audience are Christian believers and believe that if they went against God’s will, he would leave their presence, and they may not be as successful in their venture as they would have been with his help.
Influence on the work
John Winthrop was an emigrant from England. He sought to escape the persecution of Puritan leaders. Conversely, the environment at home mainly influenced his work his argument of the need for different classes of people in the society. The persecution of Puritans was a result of lack of tolerance. In his text, Winthrop states that people always watch the actions of their leaders and if the actions fail to conform to biblical teachings, God’s wrath may fall on the said leaders (59). The argument may have aimed at consoling the fellow emigrants by showing them that God did see their suffering and that their oppressors would be punished. The circumstances in their home country were, therefore, the primary source of influence on the work.
Impact on American Society
Despite that it dates to hundreds of years ago, the text is widely applicable to the modern day American society. It issues the message of tolerance, one whose application goes beyond a given timeline. Everyone in the society plays an important role without which the community would feel the effect. People, therefore, ought to appreciate each other and the role of each one of them plays. 
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