Choosing a Research Paper Topic Worksheet:
Students often find establishing a topic for a research paper a challenge. The purpose of this document is to help you narrow your ideas to create a great research topic. The most common mistake students make when selecting a topic is choosing one that is too broad. We can construct a focused research topic that can be completed in the size allotted by asking ourselves the questions what, when, where, who, and why.  
Directions:  Read the example below and use it as a guide while completing the worksheet on the next page. After you have finished, choose ‘Save As’ and save this document with your name in the file name. Lastly, attach it to your email and send it to your professor.
Topic: POLICIE BRUTALITY

Name: 
	Topic in the broadest sense
	Criminal Justice

	What about the topic? What area of criminal justice are you going to write about?
	POLICIE BRUTALITY

	When? What time eras are you interested in?
	TODAY

	Where?
	UNITED STATES

	Who? What group, nationality, ethnic, cultural, religious, or other category are you going to write about?
	MINORITIES 

	Why? - What question are you going to try to answer? What problem are you analyzing or evaluating? What value judgment are you making?
	STOPPING UNJUSTIFIED BRUTALITIES 


Topic is approved. Just remember you will need to have the required section (and heading) - Relationship to Criminal Justice System - where you will explain how police brutality affects/relates to the WHOLE criminal justice system. This section alone will be 400 words of your total paper (2300+ words).

As you review the Research Paper Checklist I have provided below, you will note many similarities between this checklist and the Scholarly Paper Checklist.  However, there are significant differences so it is important that you use this checklist when you do your Research Paper.  Pay very close attention to the checklist issues as many carry penalties for non-compliance.

As you work on the Research Paper keep the following grading issues in mind:

1)  Does your paper have 2301 words or more (Class Directive #1)?   

That is what you need IF YOU WANT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A GRADE OVER 89%.  Also remember that word count doesn't include title page information and reference page.    If your paper is less than 2000 words, it will fail.  Word count establishes the "maximum grade" which I begin with when I look at the Grading Criterion scores.  So, if you lose 5 points due to APA errors in Criterion #4 and 5 points in Criterion #2, it is much better to begin the grading process with 100 than 79.  In one case you end up with a score of 90 and in the other you end up with a score of 69.  So....take time to look at CLASS DIRECTIVE #1 and review the word count requirements for the Research Paper.


2)  For this paper you MUST set your paper up into parts & sections (JUST LIKE YOU HAVE BEEN DOING IN THE SCHOLARLY PAPERS).  

Your paper must have the following:  Title page, Abstract page, a section (and heading) for Department Grading Criterion #2, a  section (with heading) for Conclusion (and/or Recommendation) section, and a Reference page (note that I did not say a "Works Cited" page).  

Each section must have a heading for that section within the body of your paper.  For the Department Grading Criterion #2 section, you can use one of the following headings:  Effects on the Criminal Justice System or Relationship to the Criminal Justice System.  

Remember - having more than the two required sections in the body of your paper (Relationship & Conclusions) will help your presentation of the information in your paper AND - it will also demonstrate how you "analyzed" the topic.  It also points out "important" areas to readers (such as: Department Criterion #2).  So, having more sections with headings may help with your Grading Criteria #1 and #3.  

If you don’t remember how to do headings, request a copy of the SAMPLE PAPER OUTLINE or take a look at the sample APA paper that you can see by going to the following website:

 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20090212013008_560.pdf
  

3) REFERENCES - you are required to use 5 references in your paper.  

APA does not allow you to list a reference unless you have a "matching citation" for that reference in your paper (that is how you show you "used" the reference).  The reverse is also true:  all citations must "match" a reference.  Not meeting the "use 5 reference" requirement is really a double penalty.  First, you lose points for every reference below 5 that you fail to list (or fail to have the required matching citation).  But you also lose points for not having "matching" citations.  What is a "matching citation"?  If you have a reference that begins with: Jones, A. (2010).... THEN I need to see a citation for (Jones, 2010) OR (Jones, 2010, p. 22). - the last one is if you have copied (quoted) material.  Again - Make sure you set your reference page up correctly (you can use the sample APA paper).  


4) ORIGINALITY Score must be 20 or less - watch how much you quote.  

The penalties for exceeding the originality score limit are steep.  If your originality score is too high, then you must take out some of the quotes.  Look at your turnitin report (originality report) - quotes show up in color.  Just remember that when you take out quotes, your word count goes down.  Keep in mind that the higher your originality score, the more likely you are to make APA errors (since you may need to have more citations).  If your originality score is any of the following, a penalty will be applied to the whole paper:
 
21 - 24 = 10% penalty

25 - 29 = 20% penalty
 
30 - 34 = 30% penalty

35 - 39 = 40% penalty

40 - 50 = 50% penalty

Over 50 = 80% penalty

Basically a paper with an originality score of 35 or higher will fail.


5) Did you have a section (with a heading) in the body of your paper for Grading Criterion 2?  

It should go right before your Conclusion section.  Since it is around 20% of your paper, I am looking for substantial information (not just a couple of paragraphs - 400 - 450 words in this section of your paper alone).  Remember, this grading criterion must deal with how your topic affects or relates to the criminal justice SYSTEM (that's the WHOLE SYSTEM, not just the police or just prisons).  

***If you are having problems deciding how to discuss grading criterion 2 - you can bounce ideas off of me - but please ask EARLY.


6)  APA issues .  

You really need to look up EVERY CITATION & EVERY REFERENCE you use in this paper.  Do not use the "I think this is right" approach (it may be wrong and definitely not worth the lost points).  You also need to take time to REVIEW the Turnitin report (aka Originality Report) AND double check all citations and references with your APA sources.  If the turnitin report shows a part of your paper in colored type, I recommend you IDENTIFY the copied words (put into "quotation marks") and that you have a citation IMMEDIATELY following the quote.  Remember, just saying:  According to Somesite.com (or some person), "Money is green". --  is not a complete citation.  Also remember that simply listing a website address as a reference or citation is not correct.  If you don't remember how to do references/citations - look at my class announcement:  APA INFO file - I provided a formula that works for most references and also a formula for citations.

REMEMBER:  It is very important that you IDENTIFY/CITE material that is  highlighted in color by turnitin - ask yourself the question:  "Is it worth the possible plagiarism sanctions such as a University hearing if I don't identify & cite"?  In the Originality Report - Turnitin highlights copied material in color so it is EASY to see what you need to IDENTIFY (put in "quotation marks") and then have a citation immediately following the quote. Have a question about something, feel free to ask me (just remember I am not online 24/7).


Don't forget the value of reviewing the grading comments I have made on your Scholarly Papers.  May help you avoid making the same errors (and losing more points).

Final Comments:

You can resubmit your paper as many times as you want up until the due date.  If you resubmit after that date, then a 10% penalty will be applied.   HINT:  if you make any changes to your paper - it is always a smart idea to recheck word count (don't include title & reference pages) and spell/grammar check.  Every point is valuable!
  

Don't forget my offer to review citations & references.  You will only send me the references and/or the sentence containing the citations (don't send me the whole paper).  If you want me to check your references and/or citations, they must be sent to me no later than 12NOON on Saturday (the day before the paper is due).  

The paper is due by the end of Module 7, but you should try to have the first rough draft by the end of next week (module 6).  That way you give yourself time to make corrections if you find some problems when you review the originality score/report and do a final review of this checklist with the final-final draft of the paper.  It is worth A LOT of points that can have a HUGE impact on your final grade (20% of your final grade).  If you have any questions, let me know.

