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Plato is among the most respected people who lived on earth and did works on government and how a good government should be like. As it is the case with almost all the other people who took it upon themselves to do philosophical works, his ideas were mostly influenced with the happenings of his time and those before his time. Going by his works about how a good government should act and who holds the power of the government and how good governance should be realized it is clear that Plato would have agreed a lot with Niccolo Machiavelli’s views of the same. Just like Plato, Machiavelli’s views were informed by the happenings of his time (Plato, and Adam, 1921).
Plato, Machiavelli and Lao-tzu all had their opinion about good governance and the nature of goodness they required in the person who was given the responsibility of ruling the people. However, it is clear that these three great thinkers had some common degree of the nature of goodness they expected from the ruler. All of these great thinkers agree that a great ruler should be an action taker. This means that the ruler should know what needs to be done and how to do it in such a way that it would benefit the people of the land. This means that a ruler should be in a position whereby he is able to make tough decisions and some of these decisions will call for sacrifices on the ruler’s part, sacrifices that the ruler should make for the good of the people they are ruling (Machiavelli,and Bondanella, 2005).
These great thinkers also agreed on the fact that the ruler should be a person who ensures that virtue is observed in the land they rule. The rationale for this is because, as they all would agree, without virtue the civilization would not succeed. In order to ensure that the civilization is a success, therefore, the ruler must be in a position to ensure that the virtue is observed. The ruler must be aware that they act according to the interest of the people via himself or herself. Since the people are interested in seeing a civilization succeed, the ruler must therefore ensure act and make decisions based on the virtue that the people agree on (Laozi, .and McDonald, 2010).
Even though times have changed, people’s expectations of the goodness of the government have not changed. People still expect that the government and the ruler who is leading them will always ensure that there is virtue in their dealings. With this, people do not expect the government to make decisions that are in any way against the goodness of the people. The people of today also expect that the government and the ruler will be in a position to make tough decisions.

The well being of the people depends on the government and the ruler leading the government and as such the ruler should be a person who respects the people and acts on their interests while making the tough decisions. It would be misleading to think that the ruler and the government always live up to play that role the way they should. In most cases, they will act on their interests and this may mean going against the interests of the people. The only time that the people are sure to see the ruler and the government act on their interest, is if those interests rhyme with the personal interests of the ruler or the interest of the government of the day. This, however, does not change the fact that the people still expect the government and their rulers to act on their interest. This therefore shows that the expectations of the people living today with regard to the goodness of the governments have not changed from the way they were during the times of the three great thinkers. 
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