Problem Solution Essay 
Task: Present a well-defined problem and propose a clearly defined solution. 
Note: Essays about social problems require a larger perspective than ones about personal problems.  They require critical thinking and an understanding of the methods of analysis used in the social sciences.

Critical Thinking Guidelines

1. Be clear about your main point

· Distinguish carefully between the main and subordinate ideas

2. Judge on the evidence
· Beware of over-generalizing; make sure your evidence is relevant

· Beware of presumptions and assumptions 

3. Consider all the alternatives
4. Divide your topic into parts

· Don’t oversimplify; one solution may not fit all 

5. Be aware of biases, especially your own

6. Don’t confuse strong emotion or strong language with strong argument
7. Spend time with your topic and discuss it with others

Essays of this kind can be organized into three parts: 

1. Establishing the need for the solution

2. Considering various proposals

3. Stating and defending the best proposal

(Process Practice: A Guide for Developing Writers, 4th Ed., Philip Eggers, 1997, Longman, p.147-150)  
Brainstorming Worksheet: Fine tuning your topic
I. Topic: Problem

______________________________________________________________________
A. Why is the problem important to discuss?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
B. Who is affected by this problem?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
C. How will people benefit from fixing the problem?

 _____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
II. Analyze Causes  

A. Why does the problem exist? Is one reason bigger than another reason?

 ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
III. Brainstorm a list of possible solutions

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
IV. Try writing a working thesis statement which is: your proposal for the best possible solution.
A. You might want to try writing a “because” statement, either positive or negative:

· Because getting parents involved and educating children about bullying has been successful in reducing incidents of bullying in (proof of place where this true), Chicago Public Schools ought to implement… 
· Because bullying is serious issue in Chicago Public Schools, programs should be implemented that get parents, faculty, and students involved in putting an end to bullying of our city’s children.      
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
B. How will your solution be implemented?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
C. What makes your solution great?  Is your solution simpler than others? Is it cost effective? Does it save time? 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

D. Objections to or problems with your solution (counterarguments)

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
E. Responses to objections to, or to problems with your solution
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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